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DELAWARE VALLEY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
LAND USE AND HOUSING COMMITTEE MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

January 31, 2008 
 
A meeting of the DVRPC Land Use and Housing Committee (LUHC) was held on January 31, 
2008, beginning at 10 a.m.  The meeting focused specifically on new approaches to zoning and 
design in the Delaware Valley.  Ms. Lynn Bush, LUHC Chair, welcomed the attendees and 
provided for introductions.  She also announced that Edward Fox, Camden County’s Director of 
Smart Growth, has accepted the position of LUHC Vice-Chair, and will become the Committee 
Chairman on July 1, 2008.  Richard Bickel, Director of DVRPC’s Planning Division, described the 
recently adopted Certification Maintenance (CM) requirement for planners who have received 
AICP certification.  DVRPC is now a registered CM provider, and AICP planners received 1.5 CM 
credits for attending the LUHC meeting     
 
Ms. Bush then introduced the meeting’s first speaker, Mr. Gary Jastrzab, Acting Executive 
Director of the City of Philadelphia Planning Commission.  The regulations influencing 
Philadelphia's physical form have evolved over many decades and represent valuable efforts to 
improve citizens' quality of life.  However, by solving targeted problems incrementally, the City’s 
regulations and development procedures increasingly do not support a visionary future, and the 
City lacks the coordinated tools to direct growth, address environmental challenges, and promote 
design quality for infill sites.   
 
Mr. Jastrzab began by describing the history of planning and zoning in Philadelphia.  He then 
described the Philadelphia City Planning Commission's current Imagine Philadelphia initiative, 
which will identify the issues and opportunities related to repositioning urban areas in general—
and Philadelphia in particular—as an exciting and attractive place to live.  The goals of Imagine 
Philadelphia include laying the foundation for a citywide comprehensive panning process; 
informing the public; engaging residents in the planning process; assembling relevant planning 
work and data; and, by doing so, positioning the City to move ahead.  Principles around which 
Imagine Philadelphia will revolve include sustainability; regionalism; equity; community; mobility; 
quality of life; growth and preservation; and zoning and implementation.   
 
Initial public meetings have been held, and attendance has been strong.  Mr. Jastrzab noted that 
discussions at the public meetings have ranged from specific neighborhood-level topics to broad, 
citywide issues such as sustainability, how to become a “greener” city, and proposed transit 
improvements.  The Commission’s intent is to combine input from the public meetings with data 
and research to produce a series of white papers on various comprehensive plan elements.     
 
Ms. Bush next introduced Sandy Sorlien, the principal editor of the SmartCode, a model design 
and development code created by the New Urbanist firm Duany Plater-Zyberk.  The SmartCode 
is the only unified transect-based code available for all scales of planning—folding zoning, 
subdivision, land development regulations, and design standards into one document.  Using form-
based code strategies, the SmartCode is designed to regulate physical form, keeping towns 



  
 

compact and rural lands open while providing an alternative to the sprawl-producing separation of 
uses typical of traditional zoning.  The SmartCode can be used by any design firm or municipality, 
but must be calibrated to fit local character.  Ms. Sorlein discussed the principles of the Smart 
Code and provided several examples of its use.  Karin Morris, DVRPC’s Manager of Smart 
Growth, noted that use of the SmartCode is legal in New Jersey, and elements of the Smart Code 
are currently being implemented in some municipalities, including Haddonfield.  Although 
implementation of the transect-based Smart Code is not specifically authorized under the 
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, certain form-based elements can be implemented. 
 
Ms. Bush then introduced Greg Heller, Planning and Design Analyst at DVRPC.  Mr. Heller 
discussed Promoting Civic Design Excellence in Philadelphia, a recent DVRPC report funded by 
the William Penn Foundation.  This report looks at the state of civic design in Philadelphia in 2007 
and makes recommendations as to how the City can strengthen its own functions to improve the 
quality of civic design that defines our urban landscape.  The concept of excellence in civic 
design refers to placing a priority on the relationship between people and their built environment.  
The concept is therefore less about the City’s skyline and more about design elements in 
neighborhoods, businesses, homes, and streetscapes, emphasizing process, implementation, 
values, and results.  Challenges facing the City include flawed and outdated zoning regulations; a 
lack of interaction between City Departments; a lack of support for the City Planning Commission; 
weak departmental design policies; a limited number of opportunities for public input; a flawed 
permitting review process; and a lack of coordinated community investment.   
 
Topics covered in the report include elements of civic design, design review, design guidelines, 
design education and advocacy, and best practices from across the country.  Major report 
recommendations include articulating a vision from the top; making qualified appointments; 
developing partnerships and engaging the private sector; securing leadership from the Mayor’s 
Office in promoting civic design excellence in the City;  and empowering the Philadelphia City 
Planning Commission and reaffirming zoning reform.   
 
Members of the LUHC were then invited to provide brief summaries of their activities or initiatives.  
Summaries were provided by the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency; the Montgomery 
County Planning Commission; the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic 
Development; and the Point Breeze Civic Association.  Richard Bickel also announced that 
DVRPC is currently conducting an on-line survey related to the Commission’s Connections long-
range planning process, and invited committee members to access the survey at 
http://www.dvrpc.org/connections/index.htm.   
 
The next meeting of the Land Use and Housing Committee is scheduled for April 3, 2008.  There 
being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:00 noon. 


