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1. Introduction - Barry Seymour, DVRPC Assistant Executive Director for Regional 
Planning, chaired the meeting, welcomed the attendees, provided for introductions, 
and described the agenda. 

 
2. The Link Between Planning and Public Health – Darlene Messina of the 

Philadelphia Department of Public Health, discussed the historical link between 
planning and public health, and the renewed emphasis on public health’s effects on 
regional economics.  Public health concerns more than the absence of disease, 
extending into such areas as air quality, the built environment, access to food and 
green space, and obesity and inactivity.  Public health affects the economy as 
preventable diseases reduce productive years of life, which erodes social capacity 
and stability, and disproportionately affects poor people.  The Philadelphia 
Department of Health has proposed to test a planning tool called Rapid Health 
Impact Assessments (RHIA) to measure community helath impacts on land use and 
transportation decision-making.  Health impact assessments are widely used in 
Europe, and on a more limited scale in the U.S., in such places as Minnesota and 
San Francisco.  Such an assessment would gauge inequalities in health and access 
to services if a certain planning or development decision were to be made.  This tool 
would be used in advance of policy or program development.  The assessment is 
not meant to replace an Environmental Impact Assessment, rather the RHIA would 
be optional, and “rapid”, taking much less time than your typical environmental 
review. 

 
3. EPA’s Smart Growth Policy – Ilana Preuss of the Office of Policy, Economics and 

Innovation, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, gave an overview of the EPA’s 
Smart Growth Policy, which provides a comprehensive framework for the EPA’s 
technical assistance and educational outreach on growth and development.  The 
EPA has created a Smart Growth Network, made up of over 36 agencies devoted to 
smart growth, and also administers the yearly National Awards for Smart Growth 
Achievement.  The division researches and analyzes policy, and recent work has 
looked at the effects of school siting and new construction standards.  Until recently, 
the national association of school facility planners had a standard that if the cost to 
renovate a school exceeds 60% of the cost to construct a new school, a new school 
must be built.  New schools also had minimum acreage standards, for example, a 
new 1,200-student high school would require a minimum of 47 acres.  This compels 
most school districts to build on greenfields, usually farther away from students’ 
homes, impacting travel and busing, and contributing to sprawl.  Because of the 
EPA’s research, the school facility association has removed the minimum acreage 
standards for new schools, recognizing that smaller community schools are a better 
choice.  Other recent EPA research on water quality found that higher density areas 
produce less water runoff per household, negating the previous wisdom that lower 



density development is better for water quality.  The EPA also has recently updated 
their brownfields grants to include a criteria on the “sustainable reuse of 
brownfields”, such that an applicant receives a higher score if the reuse of the 
brownfield is mixed use, walkable, and uses existing infrastructure.  Lastly, working 
with the Congress for New Urbanism and the Institute of Transportation Engineers, 
the EPA will publish a manual next year on context-sensitive street design, to 
complement the current AASHTO standards. 

 
4. Destination 2030: The Year 2030 Plan for the Delaware Valley – Richard Bickel, 

Deputy Director of Regional Planning at DVRPC, presented the vision and goals of 
the region’s long-range plan, particularly focusing on strategies for two issue areas, 
Growth Management and Urban Revitalization.  The 2030 plan is an update to the 
2025 plan, and while it contains many of the same recommendations and 
strategies, will be enhanced to better tell the “planning story” for the region, and 
DVRPC’s efforts to “bend the trends” away from decentralization and sprawl. 

 
5. Project Status Reports – Barry Seymour, DVRPC Assistant Executive Director, 

reported that the draft DVRPC FY 2006 Work Program is now available for review, 
and includes several new projects of interest, among them a review of regional 
parking standards, and a study of form-based zoning.   

 
Mr. Seymour also distributed the TCDI Program Evaluation Memorandum, which 
summarizes the status of the TCDI projects funded in the first two years of the 
program.  The 49 projects represent an almost $3 million investment in planning to 
support redevelopment and revitalization in the region’s older cities, townships and 
boroughs.  This federal investment has been matched with an additional $1.3 million 
in local funds.  This has then leveraged over $10 million in additonal federal funding, 
an additional $2 million in state funding, and almost $5 million in additional county 
and local project funding.  Private investment totals almost $2.5 billion.    
 
Mr. Bickel gave an update on the Transit Revitalization Investment Districts (TRID), 
new legislation signed by Governor Rendell on December 8, 2004.  DVRPC was 
instrumental in drafting this bill, whose prime sponsor was Representative Carole 
Rubley (R–Chester).  The act authorizes local governments, working with public 
transit agencies, to plan for and implement TRIDs throughout the Commonwealth, 
making use of new funding for planning and leveraging the benefits of 
Pennsylvania’s existing redevelopment and community revitalization laws and 
incentive programs.  The bill also authorizes transit agencies to partner in the 
development process, and enables them to benefit from proposed value capture 
provisions for taxes generated by new development in the designated TRID area.  
Partners in the multi-year effort included the Pennsylvania Planning Association, 
10,000 Friends of Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania Environmental Council, and the 
Pennsylvania Chapter of the American Institute of Architects.  The next steps are to 
seek funding for the act, coordinate with the Department of Community and 
Economic Development and PennDOT on implementation, and to do training and 
outreach on the provisions of the act.  
 



An update on the New Jersey Greyfields Program, as well as the Greater Philly Life 
website were postponed until the next meeting. 
 

6. American Planning Association 2007 Conference – Ron Bednar, Pennsylvania 
Department of Community and Economic Development, discussed the great 
opportunity the Philadelphia region has as host of the 2007 National American 
Planning Association Conference.  The Conference will take place April 14-18, 2007 
at the Convention Center and Philadelphia Marriott.  Organizing such an event for 
up to 7,000 attendees will require involvement from the entire local planning 
community.   Philadelphia has been host to the national planning conference only 
twice, in 1911 and in 1960.  The local committee is in charge of special events, 
mobile workshops, merchandising, and media.  A steering committee is currently 
being formed, and calls for participation will be announced in the near future.    

 
7. Old and New Business – Mr. Seymour announced several upcoming events 

including:  an APA Audioconfernce on Project Management on January 19, 2005 at 
DVRPC;  a co-sponsored event with the International Council of Shopping Centers, 
on “Coatesville: Building a Walkable, Livable, Affordable 21st Century City” on 
February 9, 2005 at the Marriott Philadelphia West in Conshohocken; and a co-
sponsored event with the Urban Land Institute, on “Jump Starting Main Street”, on 
March 16, 2005 at the Urban League in Philadelphia. 

 
  
 


