
DELAWARE VALLEY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting Minutes - July 9, 2004

1. Barry Seymour, DVRPC Assistant Executive Director for Regional Planning,
chaired the meeting, welcomed the attendees, provided for introductions and
described the agenda.

2. Dave Hess, Chief of the Voluntary Cleanup and Standards Section of the Division
of Land Recycling and Cleanup Program at the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection, provided a presentation on Pennsylvania’s Brownfield
Action Team and Land Recycling Program.  PADEP has expanded their focus in
recent years, to redevelop and revitalize remediated brownfield sites, beyond just
cleaning them up. Brownfields are now considered an economic development
resource for communities. Dave described their enhanced management approach,
which includes more effective communication both within and across agencies to
facilitate coordinated permitting and expedited approvals. A wide variety of funding
and assistance programs were described, that provide grants, loans and incentives
for both clean-up and development. These include:

• Business in Our Sites - $300 million in loans and grants
• Real Estate Construction Fund - $150 million in debt equity
• Tax Increment Financing - $100 million in loan guarantees
• Elm Street - $5 million in grants
• Main Street - $5 million in grants
• HUD 108 loan guarantees - $288 million in federal loans

The Committee was very impressed with the breadth and depth of these programs,
and encouraged DEP and agencies and organizations at all levels to promote
these resources to encourage property owners to seek redevelopment.

3. Karen Morris, DVRPC Senior Planner, next presented the preliminary results of her
study Realizing Density: Strategies for Compact Suburban Development. This
study, in support of DVRPC policies and the long-range plan, seeks to define
density in the region, including current perceptions and potential benefits; measure
density, to understand actual conditions and current development patterns; design
for density, to illustrate that higher density development must be coupled with quality
design to make it attractive and to mitigate the real and perceived impacts; market
density, to understand consumer preferences and the types of amenities and
communities that appeal to different households and demographic groups; and
recommend density, through policies such as revised zoning and comprehensive
plans, regulatory relief and streamlined permitting, growth polices and financial
incentives.



The Committee discussed these issues in depth, with several of the developers
relaying their experiences where communities opposed higher density
development. It was agreed that it is very important to show both elected officials
and the general public visual representations of what projects would look like and
that good design of these projects is essential. The final report for this project will
be available this fall, and DVRPC will distribute and promote the results at that time.

4. Karen Cilurso, DVRPC Regional Planner, next introduced her project on the
Inventory and Re-Design of Derelict Shopping Centers, also known as “Greyfields”.
This project was identified last year by the Land Use Committee as a high priority
and is just beginning. Karen described the scope of work and approach to the
project. The Land Use Committee will serve as an advisory committee and will be
briefed as the project proceeds this year.

5. Rich Bickel, DVRPC Deputy Director for Regional Planning, provided an update
and status report on the development of the Year 2030 Land Use and
Transportation Plan for the region, known as Destination 2030. Rich described the
overall scope of the plan and introduced the methodology to update and revise the
land use plan map. This project will also be brought back to the Land Use
Committee at a later date for their comment and input.

6. Barry Seymour led the Committee through a voting exercise to consider priority
projects for the Fiscal Year 2006 Work Program. Although this Work Program will
not begin until July 2005, the DVRPC Board will be developing the program this fall
and looks to the committees for input. The Committee reviewed thirteen potential
projects and voted on their highest priorities. The results in priority order are:

1) School Location Decisions and Implications
2) Assessment and Guidelines for Refined Regional Parking Standards
3) Smart Growth Curriculum
4) Impacts of Business Improvement Districts and Special Service Districts
5) Context Sensitive Solutions: Case Studies in PA and NJ

7. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. The next meeting of
the committee will be scheduled in October.


