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DELAWARE VALLEY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
JOINT LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AND 

REGIONAL HOUSING COMMITTEE 
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS:  April 2, 2004

A joint meeting of the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission’s Land Use and
Development and Regional Housing Committees was held on April 2, 2004, beginning at
10:00 A.M.  The meeting was chaired by Richard Bickel, Deputy Director of DVRPC’s
Regional Planning Division.  Mr. Bickel reviewed the agenda and provided for introductions.

1. Status of the New Jersey Development and Redevelopment Plan Update and
ongoing Smart Growth Initiatives

Adam Zellner, Executive Director, New Jersey Office of Smart Growth (OSG), discussed the
status and direction of the update of the New Jersey State Development and Redevelopment
Plan (SDRP).  OSG is charged with implementing the SDRP, the goals of which include the
prevention of pollution, traffic congestion, and sprawl while improving the quality of life for all
New Jersey residents.

Mr. Zellner noted that smart growth has been a priority of Governor McGreevy, who has
directed state agencies to work cooperatively to accomplish the objectives of the State Plan.
New Jersey’s Department of Transportation, for example, has adopted a “Fix it First”
philosophy, and NJTransit has implemented their transit village program as well as a new
capital program.  Although OSG is charged with implementing the State Plan, the agency has
no regulatory authority and historically has lacked the cooperation of other state agencies.
The State now recognizes, however, that a rational nexus must exist between local planning
and state actions, including funding.  Designated growth areas, for example,  will now receive
priority when competing for funding and will be eligible for expedited permitting processes.
It is critical, therefore, that local officials participate in the upcoming cross-acceptance
process, since the final revised state plan map will reflect the capital improvement plans and
funding priorities of state agencies.

When revising the SDRP, OSG recognized that planning areas are not homogeneous.
Information critical for planning and decision-making, such as sewer and water capacity, the
roadway network, local plans, flood plains, wetlands, environmentally sensitive areas, existing
land uses, and building permit data, was collected and digitized for the entire State.  The
state’s planners then reviewed this data, made field visits as necessary, and drafted changes
to the Plan.  The revised map will now be sent to counties and municipalities for review during
cross-acceptance.  The cross-acceptance process will officially begin on April 21, 2004, and
is expected to culminate in the adoption of a revised State Plan in July 2005.  Funding will be
provided to counties and larger municipalities to strengthen their capacity to participate.
Municipalities who participate in the process and endorse the State Plan will realize benefits
when applying for state permitting and funding.
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Mr. Zellner stressed that the State is committed to supporting regional planning efforts and
encouraging municipalities to work together to respond to common problems, and has funded
several multi-municipal planning initiatives.  Gloucester County, for example, has received a
Smart Growth grant to undertake planning in several municipalities in the northern part of the
County.  When questioned as to how the New Jersey Housing Mortgage Finance Agency will
prioritize the distribution of their available funding, Mr. Zellner stated that housing resources
(including tax credits) will be directed to logical areas for affordable housing (rather than
specific planning areas).  He also noted that population and employment forecasts are an
important part of the planning process, and stressed that these forecasts must be reasonable.
Some areas in southern New Jersey, for example, currently have forecasted population
increases that cannot be accommodated given their existing limited water supply.  OSG will
review any discrepancies with the counties and municipalities during cross acceptance.  More
information on smart growth or cross-acceptance can be found on the agency’s web site
(www.njsmartgrowth.com).

Mr. Zellner was also asked about the Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) legislation which
was recently approved in New Jersey.  The State has 180 days to promulgate rules for the
new program, which will become the first statewide TDR program in the nation.  The rules will
include the creation of a statewide TDR bank as well as an expedited permitting process for
package plants in receiving areas, to encourage development in those locations.

2. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Smart Growth and Housing Policy Direction
and Initiatives  

Jeri Stumpf, from the Governor’s Office of Housing and Community Revitalization, discussed
the Commonwealth’s current housing and smart growth policy directions and initiatives.  Mr.
Stumpf spoke on behalf of Larry Segal (Executive Director, Office of Housing and Community
Revitalization), who was unable to attend.  Mr. Stumpf noted that Pennsylvania is lagging
behind New Jersey in terms of statewide planning efforts, having no mandate for planning, no
court cases mandating the provision of affordable housing, and no statewide plan.  The
Commonwealth, however, is making progress, under the leadership of a Governor who
believes in the importance of smart growth and understands the technical details of specific
growth management strategies and tools (such as tax increment financing).

In September 2003, Governor Rendell created the Office of Housing and Community
Revitalization, whose primary responsibilities include coordinating Pennsylvania's overall
housing policy; serving as a liaison between all state agencies involved in housing and
community revitalization; and making recommendations directly to the Governor on housing
and community revitalization issues.  Future activities of the Office will include the
development of a statewide housing strategy (as recommended in the recent Brookings
report) as well as a revitalization strategy for older boroughs and first generation suburbs.

Mr. Stumpf noted that key goals of the agency will include reversing the trend of decline of
market-rate housing in older downtowns and mitigating blight in older communities, through
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enhanced code enforcement and condemnation powers.  He also stressed the importance
of developing new housing choices in logical locations, especially near transit.  In addition to
the creation of the Office of Housing and Community Revitalization, Governor Rendell has
created an Interagency Task Force on Sustainable Communities, which has facilitated a
dialogue between key state agencies when making decisions on capital investments.  As the
Director of the Office of Housing and Community Revitalization, Mr. Segal also chairs the
Governor’s Housing Cabinet, which includes all Cabinet Secretaries and provides an
additional opportunity for coordination.  

Ronald Bednar, of Pennsylvania’s Department of Community and Economic Development
(DCED), provided an update on Pennsylvania’s $1.13 billion economic stimulus package
which was recently passed by the Legislature.  He noted that the package focuses on
community revitalization, site preparation and construction, and business investment, and
includes commitments to several existing programs (Main Street, Elm Street, and the Housing
and Redevelopment Assistance Program, for example) as well as some new initiatives.
DCED will be working to provide additional technical assistance to municipalities and will be
cross-training the Department’s staff, with the intent of building capacity at the local level.  Mr.
Bednar also stressed the importance of reactivating and re-assessing the role of the State
Planning Board.

When questioned as to how funds will be invested in the Commonwealth in the absence of a
statewide plan, Mr. Stumpf noted that the Commonwealth’s departments are beginning to
realize the importance of prioritizing and targeting available resources.  He stated that both
the Interagency Task Force and the Governor’s Housing Cabinet provide opportunities for
communication between agencies, and reiterated the importance of the re-activation of the
State Planning Board to provide direction and help to identify priorities.  He also emphasized
the importance of multi-municipal planning, and predicted that the economy will drive
consolidation and cooperation, as municipalities look for ways to reduce costs without
compromising service quality. 

3. DVRPC Year 2030 Planning Process

DVRPC is currently in the process of updating the Commission’s Year 2025 Long-Range
Land Use and Transportation Plan.  Richard Bickel, Deputy Director, Regional Planning,
briefed Committee members on the status of the Year 2030 planning process.  Mr. Bickel
briefly discussed ongoing 2030 planning efforts, including a report on alternative futures for
the region (“what-if?” scenarios); vision statements for key issue areas that were reviewed and
discussed at the Board Retreat in December; a Year 2030 transit summit to be held on April
8, 2004; and a series of white papers on key Year 2030 issue areas which are currently being
prepared.  Year 2030 population and employment forecasts will also be prepared and
released during the next fiscal year. 

4. Member Updates
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Members of the Committees were invited to provide updates on ongoing activities and
initiatives within their individual County or agency.  The Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection announced that a Brownfields Action Team is being formed to help
facilitate redevelopment in urban areas.  The Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency
representative described the Homeownership Choice Program, and noted that Request  for
Proposals for the program are due out later in the Spring (additional information can be found
on www.phfa.org).  Information on current agency initiatives was provided by representatives
of SEPTA and PennDOT.  Representatives from Camden County and from New Jersey
Future identified winners of New Jersey Future’s Annual Awards, including several in the
DVRPC region.  The proposed New Jersey Highlands Area legislation was also discussed
briefly.

5. Adjournment

There being no additional new business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:00
noon.  The next meeting of the Regional Housing Committee is scheduled for Friday, June 25,
2004, at 10:00 A.M. in the Commission’s Main Conference Room.


