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 DELAWARE VALLEY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
REGIONAL HOUSING COMMITTEE 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
January 18, 2002

The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission’s Regional Housing Committee met at
10:00 A.M. on January 18, 2002, at the Commission’s offices.  The meeting was chaired by
Joyce Paul, Executive Assistant to the Assistant Commissioner of the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs, who reviewed the agenda and provided for introductions.

1.  Barry Seymour, DVRPC’s Assistant Executive Director for Regional Planning, presented
information about DVRPC’s Transportation and Community Development Initiative (TCDI).
This program is a new initiative developed by DVRPC to implement the goals of the Year
2025 Plan, by helping to reverse the trend of disinvestment in the region’s developed
communities; improving neighborhood character and quality of life;  enhancing the existing
transportation system; and reducing congestion and sprawl.  With a total $1 million available
in SE PA and $500,000 in NJ, the program will provide funding of up to $100,000 in selected
municipalities to undertake planning, analysis or design initiatives for projects which enhance
the potential for development or redevelopment and improve the efficiency of the regional
transportation network.  Eligible municipalities include those that have been designated as
revitalizing centers in the 2025 Plan; municipalities that lost 5% or more of their population
between 1990 and 2000 and are designated as future growth areas; or those where the
median household income is less than 75% of the County’s median and are designated as
future growth areas.  Based on these criteria, 78 municipalities and five of the City of
Philadelphia’s planning areas are eligible, on a competitive basis, to receive TCDI funding.

Mr. Seymour stated that the program will be marketed to municipalities throughout the region
and that applications will be due in the Spring, with funding awarded in the early summer.  Mr.
Seymour was asked if eligible neighborhoods that may be located in otherwise ineligible
municipalities or planning areas (as may be the case in Philadelphia, for example) are eligible
to apply for funding.  He replied that the local government may submit documentation that such
a condition exists and a determination will then be made by the Review Committee based on
the merits of the application.

2.  Heather Kump, Economic Development Planner at DVRPC, next discussed ongoing study
efforts on the current housing project entitled Residential Investment in Centers and
Corridors.  The purpose of this study is to assess existing trends in residential growth and
investment and to review obstacles and opportunities for residential reinvestment in the
region’s cities, boroughs and older suburbs.  At a Study Steering Committee held in
November, it was recommended that this project be broken into two separate phases.  The
first phase will include an analysis of indicators of where residential growth and investment are
occurring, including demographic data, building permits, school district enrollment trends,
housing sales data and home mortgage information.  As an example of the analysis that is
being undertaken, Ms. Kump reviewed maps of lending activity that have been prepared



based on Home Mortgage Disclosure Act data files.  Ms Kump also made a presentation that
outlined information and issues that will be reviewed during the first phase of the project,
including current development patterns, types of residential development in centers and
barriers to redevelopment.  In addition to the data already listed, Mark Mitman (South Eastern
Pennsylvania Builders Association) suggested that staff assess and review changes in
household size and growth in the number of households in the region as compared to
population growth.  Joyce Paul also recommended that information on housing vacancies,
programs and other issues be included for Trenton, Camden and Chester City in addition to
Philadelphia.

3.  Mary Bell next reviewed the status of DVRPC’s draft FY2003 Work Program, which has
been reviewed and is scheduled to be adopted by the Commission’s Board on January 24,
2002.  Ms. Bell discussed three projects that will be of most interest to the Committee during
the coming fiscal year.  The first is the second phase of the current project on residential
investment in developed centers.  The second phase will include a discussion of a number of
case studies of successful residential development in existing centers, which will serve to
illustrate and clarify barriers to successful redevelopment and define policies to encourage
reinvestment in the region’s developed areas.   

A second FY2003 project will explore the concept of Live-Work developments, review
successful examples of live-work projects and assess their role in promoting revitalization of
the region’s core cities and first generation suburbs.  Ms. Bell also discussed a third project
included in the draft work program, which will assess the impact that the existing property tax
system has had on the real estate market, growth patterns and housing affordability.  This
project will summarize the negatives effects of the “ratables chase”; summarize previously
proposed solutions as well as stumbling blocks to their implementation; and make
recommendations that modify the existing tax structure to achieve a more equitable way to
share taxes and finance services while encouraging a more desirable lad use and community
development pattern.  Work on these projects will begin after July 1, 2002, and RHC members
will be given kept apprized of their progress.

4.  Members of the Regional Housing Committee were then invited to update the committee
on ongoing housing activities and initiatives within their individual County or agency.  Reports
were given by Michael Szupper of the Department of Housing and Urban Development and
Barbara Stephens, from Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency.  Mr. Szupper reported that
HUD’s Super NOFA (Notice of Funding Availability), which defines funding availability and
application deadlines for scores of HUD programs,  is scheduled to be released sometime
within the next few weeks, and recommended that Committee members periodically check
their website (www.hud.gov) for the most current information.

5.  Ms. Paul adjourned the meeting at approximately 11:45 A.M.  The next meeting of the RHC
will be held on April 5, 2002, at 10:00 A.M. in DVRPC’s Conference Center.


