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Meeting Minutes - September 10, 2001

1. Barry Seymour, DVRPC Assistant Executive Director for Regional Planning,
chaired the meeting, welcomed the attendees, described the agenda, and provided
for introductions.

2. John Griffies, DVRPC Work Program Coordinator, described the process and
schedule for the development of the FY2003 DVRPC Work Program. The
DVRPC Board will be meeting in September and October to identify priorities and
projects for the next fiscal year, beginning July 1, 2002. Each year it solicits ideas
from committees, including the Land Use and Development Committee.

The committee reviewed an initial list of 16 projects and discussed the relative
merits of each, with suggestions on how projects could be modified or expanded to
improve their effectiveness. A ballot was then used for each committee member to
identify their top five priority projects. The final results are attached, reflecting the
top 9 in priority order. This ranking will be conveyed to the DVRPC Board for their
meetings in September and October.

3. Candy Snyder, DVRPC Director of Communications and Public Affairs, next
presented the status of the Year 2025 Plan for the Delaware Valley. The Plan
was adopted by the DVRPC Board at their April 2001 meeting, including the Land
Use and Open Space element and the Transportation element, which includes a
listing of specific transportation projects. Staff is currently working on developing an
expanded implementation strategy for each element which will be incorporated into
an executive summary of the plan, to be produced in early 2002. To solicit public
input into that strategy, a series of public meetings have been scheduled for this fall.
At this point, confirmed dates and locations include October 10 at Camden County
College in Blackwood, New Jersey; and October 17 at the Burlington County Eco
Center in Bordentown, New Jersey. Additional tentative dates are October 23 near
the Philadelphia Airport; November 7 in Northeast Philadelphia; and November 14
in Valley Forge. Each program will include an overview presentation on the DVRPC
Plan, a presentation by a guest speaker on a topic of local interest, and a series of
break-out discussions on implementation strategies. Invitations will be sent to the
full committee when available.

(Over)



4. Mary Bell, DVRPC Senior Regional Planner, presented information on DVRPC’s
Inner Ring Suburbs Initiatives. Since completion of the report The Future of First
Generation Suburbs in the Delaware Valley Region, DVRPC staff has been
involved in a number of local initiatives to work with groups of local municipalities on
defining their issues and concerns and developing cooperative strategies and
actions to address them. In eastern Delaware County, DVRPC staff worked with the
six municipalities comprising the William Penn School District to prepare a
statistical profile, analyze demographic and socio-economic trends, assess the
common challenges and opportunities facing the area, and develop a series of
common goals, objectives and action strategies. As a follow-up to that study, First
Generation Suburbs: Putting Principle into Practice, DVRPC staff is now working
with those communities to develop an expanded Main Street program for Baltimore
Pike, the main commercial corridor which connects the area.

In New Jersey, DVRPC staff is now working with ten municipalities in Camden and
Gloucester on a similar assessment study. In addition, DVRPC will be conducting a
series of peer-to-peer programs this fiscal year, targeted toward the  elected
officials and municipal managers of first generation suburban municipalities.

5. Barry Seymour next discussed DVRPC’s initiative for a Municipal Assistance
Program targeted toward the first generation suburbs and core cities of the region
that have lost population, are identified in the regional plan as Revitalized Centers,
or have income levels that significantly trail their county averages. Details of this
program are still being developed and will be provided at a subsequent meeting.

6. Janet Milkman, Executive Director of 10,000 Friends of Pennsylvania, provided an
update on some of the legislative initiatives that have emerged recently or can be
expected in Pennsylvania.

7. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 


