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OUR
MISSION

DVRPC's mission is to proactively shape a comprehensive vision for the
region’s future growth. We will do so by providing technical assistance
and services; conducting high-priority studies that respond to the requests
and demands of member states and local governments; fostering
cooperation among various constituencies to forge a consensus on diverse
regional issues; determining and meeting the needs of the private sector;

and continuing public outreach efforts that promote two-way communication : | .. o
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| wHo wE ARE

Created in 1965, the Delaware Valley
Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) is

an interstate, intercounty and intercity agency
that provides continuing, comprehensive and
coordinated planning to shape a vision for the
future growth of the Delaware Valley region.
Our region includes Bucks, Chester,
Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphia
counties in Pennsylvania; and Burlington,
Camden, Gloucester and Mercer counties

in New Jersey.

Our goal is to address current and ongoing
issues while fostering cooperation among
member governments, private sector
organizations and the general public. To do
so, we work closely with a variety of groups,
including the Pennsylvania and New Jersey
departments of transportation, community
affairs and environmental protection
agencies, the federal government and
regional transportation providers. We also
partner with a wide variety of nonprofit
organizations in the areas of community
and economic development, environmental
protection and land use.

Photos by B. Krist for GPTMC

All of our activities are directed by an
18-member Board that establishes regional
policy, defines committee duties and adopts
the annual work program. A 10-member
Executive Committee oversees general
operations and fiscal matters. Financial
support for our activities comes primarily from
federal transportation funding through the
Pennsylvania and New Jersey departments of
transportation. Additional financial resources
are provided by funding from other state or
federal agencies, counties, cities, operating
agencies, foundations and the private sector.

DVRPC does not discriminate based on race,
color, age, sex, disability or national origin in

any of its programs, pursuant to Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Planning is a dynamic exercise that leads the
region in a productive direction, encourages
public input and maintains quality-of-life
standards for today and well into the future.

Planning is many things to many people ...

it encourages individual municipalities to
work cooperatively to combine resources;

it provides a forum for disparate interests to
reach a reasonable consensus; and it provides
a platform for decisions that result in
economic, physical and social benefits.

DVRPC is the planning organization for the
Delaware Valley. We take that role seriously
and we work to improve and promote our
processes both internally and externally. One
way we have streamlined the internal workings
of the Commission is through the development
of our Annual Work Program. This is the most
important document that we produce; it
includes all of the projects that our staff will
be working on over the course of the fiscal
year. It reflects local and regional priorities
and sets the policy direction of the Commission
as a whole. In the past fiscal year, we have
grouped related projects together into larger
programs and budgets to reflect this new
direction. This change of direction has also
affected our Board Retreat format, which now
utilizes development of the Work Program as
a framework for brainstorming sessions and
prioritization of projects. The FY 2007 (FYO7)
Retreat, which was held in September of
2006 at the Villanova (PA) Conference Center,
resulted in a more focused and cohesive
program and a smoother process.

Joanne R. Denworth
FYO7 Board Chair

Barry J. Seymour
Executive Director

LEADING

Externally, we celebrated planning by

joining with more than 6,000 planning
professionals from throughout the country

to take part in the American Planning
Association (APA) Conference, which was

held in April 2007 in Philadelphia. DVRPC
staff took the lead in organizing the conference,
hosting mobile workshops, providing
orientation tours, exhibiting materials and
speaking on panels.

We also hosted a very successful Celebration
of Regional Excellence Dinner, held on

June 5, 2007, at the Four Seasons Hotel.
More than 320 attended this annual event,
which highlighted the achievements of a
number of the region’s public and private
sector leaders and awarded Transportation
and Community Development Initiative
(TCDI) grants to communities.

We are proud of the changes that have
occurred over the past fiscal year, and we will
continue to play a strong leadership role in
the region today and well into the future.



INTERACTING

DVRPC believes that effective public
involvement is a dynamic and ongoing
process that is essential to meeting the
future transportation and land use needs
of all those living and working in the region.
With a long history of meaningful and
inclusive public participation, DVRPC'’s
public outreach effort promotes two-way
communication between stakeholders and
the Commission, and enhances public
awareness of regional issues. In FYO7,
DVRPC conducted a variety of public
meetings and outreach events throughout
the Delaware Valley.

DVRPC is committed to making environmental
justice and Title VI mandates a part of our
planning process. Environmental justice
promotes the fair treatment and meaningful
involvement of all people in the planning
process, regardless of race, income, ethnicity
or education level. Title VI of the 1964 Civil
Rights Act provides that no person in the
United States shall, on the grounds of race,
color, national origin, sex, age or disability,
be excluded from participation in, be denied

the benefits of or be otherwise subjected to
discrimination under any program or activity
receiving federal financial assistance. In
January 2007, DVRPC adopted Equity and
Opportunity: Title VI Compliance Plan, which
establishes a framework for the Commission’s
efforts to ensure compliance. A renewed
commitment to environmental justice and
Title VI continues to be a critical component
of the Commission’s activities.

One of the primary and continuous forms

of public participation at DVRPC is the
Regional Citizens Committee (RCC). The
RCC meets monthly to review and comment
on DVRPC programs and plans and to
explore policy development in the regional
and transportation planning fields. This open
avenue of communication allows interested
individuals to voice their concerns and ideas
regarding issues that affect how the region’s
residents live, work and travel. During FYO7,
the RCC focused on diversity efforts and
expanding membership.
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COUNTY

e Approximately 610,000 people
live in Bucks County, within 23
boroughs and 31 townships.

e Bucks County is home to New
Hope, which was originally
known as an artists’ colony and
is now a popular place to visit.

e There are more than 50 local
agricultural producers in Bucks
County that sell directly to
the public.

DVRPC IN BUCKS COUNTY

A DVRPC Transportation Improvement Project (TIP) worth $13 million will include
the repair of River Road, which was heavily damaged during flood events over the last
few years. Parts of the roadway along the canal are currently closed to traffic, and this
project will positively impact homes, businesses, historic canal locks and emergency
response efforts.

Photo by B. Krist for GPTMC



COLLABORATING

DVRPC realizes that certain areas of the

region face transportation challenges and
need special attention. Each year, DVRPC
conducts a number of transportation

studies on specific roadways and offers
recommendations on how to make them
safer and more efficient for all users. In
FYO7, DVRPC managed a major traffic study
in the Newtown-Yardley area of Bucks
County. That study compiled key roadway
and traffic data with traffic engineering,
safety studies and public input to devise a
comprehensive traffic planning and oversight
report for seven participating municipalities.
The study addressed such issues as trucks,
speed of traffic, traffic safety and opportunities

for traffic-calming measures.

Traffic-calming is a tool used by transportation
planners to create safe and attractive streets,
while promoting pedestrian, bicycle and
transit use. Roundabouts are a specific
traffic-calming measure used to reduce
travel speeds and can be a good alternative
to installing traffic signals at intersections.

In FYO7, DVRPC implemented a new
roundabout incentive program to fund the
construction costs of a few low-cost, locally
supported pilot roundabout projects. Two
projects were selected for funding: one in
Buckingham Township in Bucks County and
one in Pocopson Township in Chester County.

Also last year, DVRPC completed a traffic-
calming case study on Smithville Road
(CR 684) in Burlington County, NJ. This
particular road is adjacent to a public park
that has seen increased traffic and bicycle
and pedestrian activity in recent years. The
study recommended several traffic-calming
improvements that will raise the profile of
the park, improve safety for its users, slow
traffic and provide additional facilities for
bicycling and walking.
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CHESTER
COUNTY

e Chester County was one of

the original counties created
by William Penn in 1682.

Its Brandywine Valley is home
to the world’s horticultural

- / showplace, Longwood Gardens.
- e Chester County is the home of

QVC, the national electronic
retailer, and Chaddsford Winery,
PA's most acclaimed winery.

DVRPC IN CHESTER COUNTY

A series of signal interconnect and streetscape projects are planned along Business
Route 30 in Coatesville, Downingtown and Caln Township, which will create an attractive
pedestrian-scale shopping district. The result will be improved traffic flow and new
pedestrian amenities such as lighting, benches, sidewalks and parkscapes. This project
is part of DVRPC’s Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).

Photo by Dennis M. Hendricks



ANTICIPATING

DVRPC has always been a leader in shaping

a comprehensive vision for the future of the
Delaware Valley. Last year, DVRPC completed
a revision of the Destination 2030 Long
Range Plan that will make it compliant
with new requirements mandated by the
latest transportation funding authorization,
SAFETEA-LU. New items included
additional planning factors and public
outreach requirements. The federal bill also
mandated that additional activities, such as
environmental mitigation, be addressed in
the Plan. The biggest change, however, was
the requirement to use year-of-expenditure
dollars in developing a set of transportation
investments. Previously, expenditures

were shown in current dollars.

DVRPC worked with planning partners to
update project amounts and convert the
costs into year-of-expenditure dollars.

As part of the long-range planning process,
DVRPC also tracked a series of regional
indicators to gauge progress toward long-range
plan goals. The final report, titled Tracking
Progress Toward 2030, includes time series
data on a set of goals organized around

the critical-issue areas identified in the
Destination 2030 Plan. DVRPC staff

also held several events at public places,
such as malls and movie theaters, over

the year to publicize the Plan and gather
public feedback.
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EASTER SUNDAY

In addition to having a long-term vision
for the region, DVRPC funds short-term
improvements that work toward achieving
the goals of the Long Range Plan. The
Commission, in close cooperation with

its member cities, counties, transit
operators and the PA and NJ Departments
of Transportation, prioritizes a list of
transportation projects that will receive

FAST FACTS

The FYO8 TIP for NJ totals $2 billion and
includes almost 140 projects: $929 million
for roadway and $1.1 billion for transit.
Major projects include:

e Route 73, Fox Meadow/Fellowship Road
e 295/42/1-76 Direct Connection

e Trenton Rail Station/Terminal Improvement

PRIORITIZING I

federal and state funding. This list, called

the Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP), is required for the allocation of federal
funds for projects throughout the region.

In FYO7, the DVRPC Board adopted a new
FYO8 TIP for NJ. The FYO8 TIP for NJ,
combined with the existing FYO7 TIP for PA,
contains more than 700 projects and totals
more than $5 billion.

The FYO7 TIP for PA totals $3.5 billion and
includes close to 600 projects: $1.8 billion
for roadway and $1.7 billion for transit.
Major projects include:

e PA Route 309 Reconstruction
e South Street Bridge Replacement

e SEPTA Rail Stations and Parking Program
in Norristown, Glenside and Jenkintown



DELAWARE
COUNTY

e Delaware County has 37 SEPTA routes
within its borders: five light rail lines,
one heavy rail (the El), four regional rail
lines and 27 bus routes.

e |n July 2006, Media became the first
fair trade town in the United States.

e There are approximately 31 miles of
bike-friendly trails in Delaware County.

3

DVRPC IN DELAWARE COUNTY

A series of improvements totaling $51 million that will provide for the restoration
of rail service for 3 miles from Elwyn to Wawa, is under design and scheduled to begin
construction in 2009. This project is part of DVRPC’s Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP).

Photo by Justin Dula, Delaware County Planning Department
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Working closely with local governments and
community organizations, DVRPC planners
are constantly developing strategies to
preserve the region’s natural resources.

The Commission developed a website that
identifies and prioritizes land for future
open space preservation. The site
(www.regionalgreenplan.org) features the
Regional Green Plan, a study that prioritizes
open space for three distinct purposes —
agricultural preservation, conservation of
ecological resources and natural resource-
based recreation. It provides helpful
recommendations for officials, including the

importance of establishing regional priorities.

DVRPC assists individual communities in
developing local plans that will protect
environmental resources, wildlife habitat,
farmland, drinking water sources and identify
recreational needs. Through the municipal
services program, the Commission worked
closely with municipal leaders in New Jersey
to develop environmental resource inventories,
open space plans, farmland preservation plans
and more. The program has strengthened
DVRPC's direct and long-term relationships
with many municipalities in the region,

PRESERVING I

with projects specifically in Lawrence, East
Windsor, Mansfield, Lumberton, Moorestown,
Mantua and Harrison townships in FYO7.

As part of the TreeVitalize program,

DVRPC worked in partnership with other
environmental organizations to help
communities integrate trees into their
municipal plans, ordinances and projects.

In FYO7, over $100,000 in grants were
awarded to 19 municipalities in southeastern
PA. In addition to the grants, the program
helped local officials understand the bigger
picture of why their communities need trees,
and it challenged them to treat trees as part
of their community’s infrastructure.




I CITY OF CHESTER

e Pennsylvania’s namesake, William Penn, sailed from England to Chester in 1682

before settling in Philadelphia. Chester was Penn’s first seat of government.

e Since 1996, Chester has attracted more than $1.36 billion in public and private

investment as part of efforts to revitalize the city.

e Chester has approximately 267 acres devoted to outdoor recreation facilities, and the
riverfront will soon be home to the East Coast Greenway, the national trail that will stretch

from Maine to Florida.

DVRPC IN CHESTER

DVRPC awarded a $35,000 Transportation and Community Development Initiative
(TCDI) grant to the City of Chester to create a new transit-oriented development (TOD)
plan for the Highland Station. The plan will include a mix of uses appropriate in
proximity to a train station, pedestrian improvements, building reuses and strategies

to create higher densities.

Photo by Lisa Soltner

APRIL

20
08

N o=

14 15 16
21 22 23
28 29 30

APRIL 2008

monday
21

tuesday EARTH DAY
22

wednesday
23

thursday
24 10:00 AM DVRPC Board Meeting

friday ARBOR DAY
25

saturday sunday
26 27



APRIL / MAY @ M T w T F s S ® M T w T F s S To confirm meeting dates, or for more information ® ™M T w T F S S
IS 1 2 3 4 5 6 S 1 about other groups not finalized as of this printing, < 2 3 4

20 a7 8 9 10 11 12 13 ) 3 4 5 6 7 8 visit www.dvrpc.org or call 215-592-1800. : 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
o =

08 g 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 2 10 11 12 13 14 15 = 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
28 29 30 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 26 27 28 29 30 31
30

monday monday

28 05

tuesday tuesday

29 06 10:00 AM  Regional Transportation Committee Meeting

wednesday wednesday

30 07

thursday thursday

01 08

friday friday

02 09

saturday sunday saturday sunday MOTHER'S DAY

03 04 10 11



MAY 2008

12 13 14
19 20 21
26 27 28

11
18
25

monday
12

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION WEEK

tuesday
13 10:00 AM  Urban Waterfront Action Group Meeting

wednesday
14 12:00 PM Regional Citizens Committee Meeting

thursday
15 DVRPC Annual Celebration of Regional Excellence Dinner, Four Seasons Hotel

friday NATIONAL BIKE TO WORK DAY

16

saturday sunday
17 18

DVRPC advocates for a “Complete Streets”
approach to transportation. This concept
embodies the notion that streets and highways
should be designed to accommodate all
users, including bicyclists and pedestrians.
Last year, staff assessed the accessibility of
transit stations for pedestrians and bicyclists.
Five transit stations in the region were analyzed
using models that scored road segments
based on their physical attributes and traffic
volume. The final report recommended
specific improvements and enhancements
that would make each station more accessible
to people on foot or bicycle.

Making the region’s streets safe for
pedestrians is one of DVRPC's top priorities.
In FYO7, the Commission analyzed a
four-mile segment of North Broad Street

in Philadelphia, where a total of 210
pedestrian-involved crashes occurred over
five years. DVRPC staff further analyzed this

Photo by B. Krist for GRTMC

ACCOMMODATING

information and found that most of the

crashes involved a motorist failing to yield

to the pedestrian. This data will serve as
background information for a pedestrian road
safety audit scheduled for FYO8.

In an effort to better plan for the needs of
our region’s bicyclists, DVRPC conducted

a Metropolitan Bicycle Travel Survey in the
fall of 2005. This survey was the first of its
kind and size in the United States. Staff
interviewed hundreds of bicyclists about
their trip lengths, destinations and their
safety knowledge. In FYO7, staff completed
the analysis of the information collected
from this survey and found that bicycle
lanes are favored over any other facility
type. In an effort to create more bicycle
lanes, DVRPC has continued to work with
PennDOT to increase bicycle lane mileage
during its routine resurfacing projects.
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] MONTGOMERY COUNTY

e With approximately 500,000 jobs in the county, Montgomery County is the region’s
largest employment center after Philadelphia. In fact, about 67,000 more workers
commute into the county for work each day than leave the county to work elsewhere.

e The county has 52 miles of regional multiuse trails, with 17 more miles to be
completed in the next two years.

e Montgomery County is home to the only nuclear power plant in the region, the
Limerick Generating Station.

DVRPC IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY

DVRPC awarded over $400,000 in Transportation and Community Development
Initiative (TCDI) funds to five communities in Montgomery County. In Souderton
Borough, a $100,000 Streetscaping Plan will enable Souderton to continue the
planning necessary for the revitalization of its downtown area. Improvements will
include infrastructure enhancements, pedestrian safety and aesthetic improvements.

Photo by Kerrie L. Mitchener

20
08

MAY 2008

12
19
26

10

24
31

monday
19

tuesday
20

wednesday
21

thursday
22 10:00 AM DVRPC Board Meeting

friday
23

saturday sunday
24 25



MAY / JUNE @ M T w T F s S ® M T w T F s S To confirm meeting dates, or for more information ® ™M T w T F S S
o 2 3 4 o 1 2 3 4 5 6 about other groups not finalized as of this printing, o 1
N N .. N
20 2 5 6 7 3 9 10 11 > 7 9 10 11 12 13 visit www.dvrpc.org or call 215-592-1800. w2 3 4 5 6 7 8
=z
08 = 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 2 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 2 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
26 27 28 29 30 31 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30
monday MEMORIAL DAY DVRPC offices closed monday
26 02
tuesday tuesday
27 03
wednesday wednesday
28 04
thursday thursday
29 05
friday friday
30 06
saturday sunday saturday sunday
31 01 07 08



JUNE © M T w T F s s
Q 1
N
20 w 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
=
08 S 9 1011 12 13 14 15
6 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30
monday
09
tuesday
10 10:00 AM  Regional Transportation Committee Meeting
wednesday
11 10:00 AM Information Resource Exchange Group Meeting
thursday
12
friday FLAG DAY OBSERVED DVRPC offices closed
13
saturday FLAG DAY sunday  FATHER'S DAY
14 15

DVRPC works to improve regional air
quality through initiatives such as the Air
Quality Partnership (AQP), a coalition of
over 350 businesses, governments and
environmental groups. The AQP notifies the
public when ground-level ozone or particle
pollution is forecasted to be at unhealthy
levels. The program encourages citizens to
take simple preventative measures to reduce
these pollutants, like using public transit
or carpooling.

Each May, DVRPC hosts an event to kick

off the start of the ozone season and educate
the public about air quality. During last
year's event, environmental organizations
joined together to celebrate efforts underway
to improve air quality in the Delaware Valley,
including alternative fuels, retrofit technology
and air quality forecasts.

Photos by B. Krist for GRTMC

IMPROVING

DVRPC meets the requirements of the Clean
Air Act by demonstrating that its Long Range
Plan and Transportation Improvement Program
conform to the air quality standards as set
forth in the State Implementation Plans.




CITY OF
PHILADELPHIA

Philadelphia is the home of many “firsts”
in our nation, including: first hospital,
first medical school, first stock exchange,
first mint, first theater, first art museum
and school, first protests against slavery,
first zoo, first daily newspaper, first
department store and first computer.

Thanks to founder William Penn, Center
City Philadelphia has a very easy-to-
follow grid street design, making it a
walkable city.

The Pennsylvania Convention Center,
one of the largest convention centers
in the Northeast, currently occupies six
city blocks in downtown Philadelphia.
A large-scale expansion is expected to
be complete in 2009.
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DVRPC IN PHILADELPHIA

In January 2007, SEPTA completed a $63 million renovation project of the 1930s-era
Suburban Station complex into a bright, modern transit hub. The project is part of
the DVRPC Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for Pennsylvania.

Photo by G. Widman for GPTMC
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DVRPC promotes smart growth in a number
of studies and programs. Smart growth is an
approach to development that discourages
sprawl, while encouraging revitalization of
urban areas, infill, mixed-use development
and land conservation. The Commission
guides municipalities in implementing these
principles and last year released a report to
help guide local officials in updating outdated
zoning codes to promote smart growth.

This report investigates the root flaws in
conventional zoning codes and lays out

a variety of adopted approaches for codifying
smart growth principles.

In FYO7, the Commission completed Volume
Il of a 24-month study of the US 322 corridor
in Gloucester County that evaluated the area’s
growth potential. It promoted multimodal

PROGRESSING

transportation and determined a policy rationale
for future priority transportation improvements.
The study also furthered the goals of coordinated
land use and transportation between
municipalities and encouraged smart growth
principles for future development.

By encouraging development around rail

and bus facilities, DVRPC helps to bring new
investment into established communities
while also promoting transit. This concept,
called transit-oriented development (TOD),
advocates for mixed-use development within
an easy walk of a transit station. In FYO7,
the Commission completed a TOD plan for
the pending reopening of the SEPTA Wawa

rail station in Delaware County and a progress
report on TOD efforts at 100 transit stations
in the region.
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e Burlington County is the largest
county in New Jersey, covering 827
square miles.
e Burlington County is one of the
. . . . tuesday
|eadingagrieulturalSeounticsin 15 12:00 PM Regional Citizens Committee Meeting
the country, devoting more acres
to farming than any other county
in New Jersey. In fact, the largest
blueberries in the world were
developed and raised in Burlington
County, and it is the second-largest wednesday ,
) ) 16 10:00 AM  Delaware Valley Goods Movement Task Force Meeting
cranberry-producing county in the
United States.
e Burlington County’s courthouse in
Mount Holly was built in 1796
and is considered one of the
. ) thursday
finest examples of early American 17
architecture in the country.
friday
18
T ———
DVRPC IN BURLINGTON COUNTY
The $55 million elimination of the Route73/70 Marlton Circle is expected to be under 5139 turday Z%ﬂ day

construction by the summer of 2008. The new interchange, which is part of the
DVRPC Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), will improve traffic flow and
reduce congestion.

Photo by Daniel E. Beards
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DVRPC is committed to the revitalization and
stabilization of the region’s older suburbs and
core cities. The Transportation and Community
Development Initiative (TCDI) Grant Program
is an opportunity for DVRPC to support local
development and redevelopment in the
individual Delaware Valley municipalities
that implement municipal, county, state and
regional planning objectives. Projects chosen
for TCDI grants must enhance the existing
transportation network and provide a market
for redevelopment. In FYO7, DVRPC awarded
$3 million in grants through this program

to 43 different projects in neighborhoods,
municipalities and counties throughout

the region.

ENHANCING

DVRPC also manages over 90 projects for
PennDOT, providing direction and guidance
to project sponsors and consultants. Included
in this list of projects are the Transportation
Enhancements, Congestion Mitigation and
Air Quality, Hometown Streets, and Safe Routes
to School Programs. These reimbursement
programs not only revitalize downtown areas,
but also enhance many aspects and modes
of surface transportation throughout the
Pennsylvania portion of our region. In addition
to its project management role, DVRPC
continues to enforce and support the criteria
of these programs through its program

management direction.



] CAMDEN COUNTY

e Camden County is named after Charles Platt, the Earl of Camden (1714-1794).

e Camden County institutions, municipalities and streets still bear the names of many early
settlers, including William and Benjamin Cooper, whose descendants founded Cooper
Hospital and Cooper’s Ferry.

e The Walt Whitman and Benjamin Franklin bridges over the Delaware River opened the
way for commuters to work in Philadelphia and live in the Camden County suburbs. This
connection between Camden and Philadelphia, along with the development of the PATCO
high-speed rail, helped to push the county’s population over the half-million mark.

-

DVRPC IN CAMDEN COUNTY

Delaware River Port Authority will be replacing PATCO's existing car fleet, either through
new car purchase or the complete rebuilding of existing cars. This $180 million
project, which is part of the DVRPC Transportation Improvement Program (TIP),
will be underway soon, as DRPA has entered into a $9 million engineering contract
to initiate the project. This project will improve the commute for thousands who use
PATCO daily.
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The elderly are the fastest-growing segment
of the region’s population, and by the year
2030, almost one in five of the region’s
residents will be over 64 years of age.
Housing and servicing these senior citizens
is one of the most critical issues facing the
region. In FYO7, DVRPC staff took an in-depth
look at this challenge in the report Aging

of the Baby Boomers: Housing Seniors in
the Delaware Valley.

The report found that the majority of growth
will occur in the suburbs, as seniors prefer to
remain in the communities where they raised
their families. However, many of these areas
are not currently served by public transit and
do not offer affordable housing alternatives.
DVRPC staff identified existing and future
needs and recommended approaches to
address those needs. Recommendations
included expanding the stock of accessible,
affordable housing units in the region’s

Photos by B. Krist for GRTMC

PREPARING I

suburban municipalities; preserving existing
housing stock; creating “elder-friendly”
communities by improving transit and
creating safer pedestrian environments; and
promoting policies geared toward protecting
the rights and enhancing the quality of life
of the region’s elderly.

In addition to the Aging of the Baby Boomers,
DVRPC released a new Data Bulletin with
detailed demographic information, including
elderly population forecasts; and a Municipal
Implementation Brochure, Aging in Place,
featuring specific recommendations for

local officials.




CITY OF
CAMDEN

Camden is the home of the New
Jersey State Aquarium, which
includes over 80 exhibits and
more than 5,000 fish and aquatic
animals of some 800 species.

The majestic USS New Jersey,
the most decorated battleship in
history, is docked at the Camden
riverfront.

The RCA Victor headquarters in
Camden contained one of the first
commercial and recording studios
in the United States, and was
also the site where the first color
television was manufactured.

Camden is where the first drive-in
theater opened in 1933.

DVRPC IN CAMDEN

DVRPC has awarded the City of Camden a $40,000 Transportation and Community
Development Initiative (TCDI) grant to further its revitalization. This grant will allow
the City of Camden to develop a final zoning and land use ordinance to support the
city-wide redevelopment efforts. It will involve the review of 12 redevelopment plans
and draft ordinances. A new map with new zoning designations will also be created.
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The Commission embraces transportation
safety planning, which is a proactive approach
for the prevention of crashes and unsafe
roadway conditions. With the direction and
assistance of the Regional Safety Task Force,
DVRPC has completed the Regional Safety
Action Plan. This document provides a road
map for effective cooperation, collaboration
and coordination among safety professionals
and stakeholders throughout the region.

An excellent example of safety professionals
working together is the 1-76/1-476 Incident
Management Task Force (IMTF). Comprised

of incident responders from many disciplines,
the Task Force works to improve the
coordinated response to highway incidents
in these very heavily traveled crossroads of
two critically important regional expressways.
This group has served as a model for

the development of other IMTFs in the
DVRPC region.

In FYO7, DVRPC conducted safety studies
on several corridors in the Delaware Valley
that have recently experienced a high number
of crashes. Of note are the PA 100 Safety
Study in Chester County and the Roosevelt
Boulevard (US 1) Study in Philadelphia.

For both studies, planners and engineers
took an in-depth look at the safety issues

SECURING |

along the corridors while working closely

with our planning partners and other safety
stakeholders in their respective communities.
The PA 100 Safety Action Plan resulted

in a prioritized list of safety actions.

The DVRPC Board has approved almost
$1.5 million in federal funds as part of

a comprehensive package to implement
DVRPC'’s recommendations. The completed
US 1 Roosevelt Boulevard Corridor Study
identified constraints and opportunities, and
made recommendations for its improvement
as a travel corridor, with a focus on pedestrian
safety and mobility. In addition, both corridors
were designated as “Safety Corridors” by
PennDOT, which means that fines will be
doubled for certain traffic violations.

PUSH
BUTTON
FOR
GREEN
LIGHT




GLOUCESTER COUNTY %

Gloucester County is one of the oldest, most historic counties in the United States. In 1626, the

Dutch East India Company established Fort Nassau, a fortified storehouse and trading post for
furs, located at the mouth of Big Timber Creek. This was the third settlement in the New World b
following Jamestown and the Pilgrims’ settlement in Massachusetts.

A little over one-quarter of the county’s total land area is developed, with another 25 percent in
active agricultural use and approximately 30 percent in vacant lands and woodlands.

Nearly 15,000 acres of farmland are in the Gloucester County Farmland Preservation Program.

Gloucester County’s highway system includes 139 miles of state and interstate highways, as well
as over 400 miles of county roads.

. -
DVRPC IN GLOUCESTER COUNTY

Gloucester County received over $250,000 this year to fund four Job Access and Reverse
Commute (JARC) services, including employment shuttles to and from industrial
parks, subscription transit service for persons with disabilities and a service that provides
transportation for low-income individuals to literacy training programs.
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DVRPC is a leading source of regional
information, providing a wealth of
demographic and economic data, traffic
counts and aerial images to the public.

As new census information becomes
available, planners make the information
accessible to the public through data
bulletins, analytical data reports and the
DVRPC website. New releases over the past
year included regional, county and municipal
population forecasts for 2005-2035.

The Commission also offers digital aerial
photography as another service to the region.
Aerial imagery is available for the nine-county
region in five-year intervals from 1965
through 2005. Last year, reflights were
completed in order to replace areas that
DVRPC deemed as being of inferior image
quality. In addition, DVRPC received five-foot
interval elevation contour data derived from
the 2005 orthoimagery.

APPRAISING I

In addition, DVRPC collects traffic volume
counts at over 2,500 locations per year.

The data is used by transportation engineers
and planners, developers, market analysts
and the public, and is available as a public
service at no cost on the DVRPC website.
Beyond counting traffic, staff performed
pedestrian counts for the office of Corridor
Planning in FYO7. New activities during

the year included video logging and GPS
travel-time surveys and an e-mail notification
system to local governments when traffic
counting is taking place in their municipalities.




FACILITATING

DVRPC strives to help everyone in the
region move efficiently and easily toward
their destinations. For example, there are
programs in place to make the commute
easier, less stressful and less expensive.
The region’s commuter benefit program,
TransitChek, rewards employers and
employees with tax breaks for using public
transportation for their commute to work.

In FYO7, the program generated more than
$24 million in sales revenue and sold

more than 760,000 vouchers to regional
employers. Last year also marked the launch
of the new TransitChek Select program,
which allows employers to remove the
administrative function of distributing
vouchers to employees by sending vouchers
directly to their homes. TCS also allows
online ordering by employees if desired.

The Commission has also made it easier

for those sharing their commute to work.

In addition to the Share-A-Ride ride match
program, the new Emergency Ride Home
program offers a “safety net” for commuters
who don’t drive to work. A participant is
provided a rental car if he or she has an
emergency and doesn’t have a car on-site.

Photo by G. Widman for GPTMC

DVRPC works to enhance transportation
services for seniors, the disabled and
low-income residents through the
Coordinated Human Services Transportation
Program. Last year, DVRPC released a plan
aimed at enhancing the services offered to
those groups in Mercer County. Stakeholders
helped identify gaps in the local human
service transportation system, but also
pointed out where consolidating duplicate
services on similar routes could allocate
scarce resources more efficiently.
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MERCER
COUNTY

e Mercer County was formed in 1838

from parts of Hunterdon, Burlington,
Middlesex and Somerset counties.

e Mercer County was first populated by
the Lenni-Lenape Indians.

e Three signers of the Declaration of
Independence were residents of
Mercer County—John Hart, John
Witherspoon and Richard Stockton.

e One in five acres of land in Mercer
County is preserved.
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The installation of the first round of roadway safety improvements such as guiderails
and reflective pavement markings will be under construction shortly as part of an
ongoing safety program in the county. As part of the DVRPC Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP), $500,000 is now allocated to the program every other
year to improve the overall safety and visibility of roadways.

Photo by B. Krist for GPTMC



CONNECTING

Maintaining a strong freight and aviation
system is vital to the long-range health of
the region. DVRPC is responsible for
planning for the viability of our airports
and freight system, while balancing the
needs of our citizens.

DVRPC works with the Pennsylvania Bureau
of Aviation (BOA) and the New Jersey
Division of Aeronautics to preserve and
improve our airport system. In PA, DVRPC
and airport sponsors developed the Airport
Capital Improvement Program (ACIP) — a
project-priority-ranking activity in which
DVRPC provided direction for distributing
grants. Twelve eligible fixed-wing facilities
and five heliports are included in the PA
portion of the DVRPC region. Ten of those
airports and heliports were included in the
FYO7 program and listed by their regional
project priority. Priorities were established
through coordination with the long-term
DVRPC Regional Airports System Plan
(RASP) goals, the projects’ significance

to the region, and their economic and
social benefits.

In FYO7, DVRPC conducted the first-ever
comprehensive scan of freight operations

in the Philadelphia-Camden-Trenton region.
This unique data-sharing exercise, called
Freight for a Day, documented activity on
the region’s extensive freight network for
one full 24-hour period. Volunteers toured
a number of port and rail facilities and
evaluated highway access routes. The scan
showed the wide scope and range of daily
freight activity and demonstrated the national
significance of the region’s freight facilities.
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The introduction of four casinos into the
Philadelphia region will increase congestion
and elevate safety risks unless steps are
taken to mitigate community impacts.

All four casinos — Sugarhouse, Foxwoods,
Philadelphia Park and Harrah's Chester —
are located off 1-95 and will create a
“casino corridor” along 1-95 in Bucks,
Philadelphia and Delaware counties.

Last year, DVRPC examined all of the proposed
casino plans in the region and focused on
the individual and collective land use,
transportation and signage impacts. While
the study did not recommend any one site over
another, it found that as new entertainment
venues, each of the new casinos will increase
local traffic, generate additional new adjoining
development and have a strong visual impact
with new signs and advertising.

EVOLVING

The study recommended that transit service
and bicycle and pedestrian facilities be
expanded and enhanced to all of the
licensed gaming facilities to serve both
patrons and employees. It also recommended
a series of improvements along Columbus
Boulevard, including improved transit
service, access management, traffic-calming,
signal timing, intersection reconfiguration
and streetscaping.
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CITY OF
TRENTON

e Trenton is home of the New Jersey State
Capital, the country’s second-oldest state
capitol building in continuous legislative
use (the NJ State House).

e Trenton is one of only two capital cities
in the United States that border another
state, and it is located in almost the exact
center of New Jersey.

e During the Revolutionary War, the city
was the site of George Washington’s first
military victory. On December 26, 1776,
Washington and his army crossed the icy

Delaware River to Trenton and defeated the

Hessian troops.
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DVRPC IN TRENTON

The Commission awarded an $80,000 Transportation and Community Development
Initiative (TCDI) grant to the City of Trenton to provide a marketing analysis for the
recently updated Trenton Train Station. This study will help the City to develop an
economic development strategy and implement new and better design standards for
the train station.

Photo by Eugene O’Neill
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REVENUE BY SOURCE
DVRPC FY 2007

HIGHWAY PUBLIC AIRPORT  GENERAL MisC. OTHER

PLANNING TRANSIT PLANNING FUND RECEIPTS PROGRAMS TOTALS
usboT/
PENNDOT $4,446,732  $2,004,815 $6,000 $0 $0 $5,091,500  $11,549,047
usboT/
NJDOT 2,482,981 1,060,845 0 0 0 3,740,454 7,284,280
usboT/
FAA 0 0 288,645 0 0 0 288,645
LOCAL 552,792 110,205 9,192 194,482 0 767,584 1,634,255
MISC. 0 0 0 0 63,019 2,719,490 2,782,509

TOTALS $7,482,505 $3,175,865 $303,837 $194,482 $63,019 $12,319,028 $23,538,736

EXPENDITURES
DVRPC FY 2007

HIGHWAY PUBLIC AIRPORT  GENERAL MisC. OTHER

PLANNING TRANSIT PLANNING FUND RECEIPTS PROGRAMS TOTALS
SALARIES/
WAGES/
BENEFITS $4,417,392  $1,440,631 $179,710 $0 $0 $2,121,189 $8,158,922
CONTRACTUAL
SERVICES 525,176 222,905 40,909 143,699 63,019 605,627 1,601,335
EQUIPMENT
PURCHASES 120,955 39,560 0 0 0 26,953 187,468
SUBCONTRACTS 540,209 860,051 0 0 0 8,669,880 10,070,141
INDIRECT
COSTS 1,878,772 612,717 83,218 0 0 895,379 3,470,087
PROGRAM
(OVERRUNS)
PROFIT 0 0 0 50,783 0 0 50,783

TOTALS $7,482,505 $3,175,865 $303,837 $194,482 $63,019 $12,319,028 $23,538,736




FYO7 BOARD MEMBERS AND ALTERNATES

officers

Chairman
Joanne R. Denworth

Vice Chairman
Jerald R. Cureton, Esq.

Secretary
Charles F. Romick

Treasurer
Carol Aichele

*Pennsylvania
Governor’s Appointee
David G. Mandelbaum

Ballard Spahr Andrews
& Ingersoll, LLP

*Pennsylvania
Department of
Transportation
Allen D. Biehler

Secretary of
Transportation

James Ritzman
Deputy Secretary
for Planning

Robert C. Hannigan
Metropolitan Manager

*Pennsylvania
Governor’s

Policy Office

Joanne R. Denworth
Senior Policy Manager,
Governor's Southeastern
Regional Office

Kenneth Klothen
Deputy Secretary,
Department of
Community Affairs and
Economic Development

City of Chester
Wendell N. Butler
Mayor

William Payne
Director,
Division of Planning

*City of Philadelphia
John F. Street
Mayor

Janice Woodcock
Executive Director,
Philadelphia City
Planning Commission

Gary Jastrzab

Deputy Executive
Director, Philadelphia
City Planning Commission

*Bucks County
Charles H. Martin

Bucks County
Commissioner

Lynn Bush

Executive Director,
Bucks County Planning
Commission

Chester County
Carol Aichele

Vice Chair, Chester
County Commissioners

Ronald T. Bailey
Executive Director,
Chester County Planning
Commission

Delaware County

Michael V. Puppio, Jr.
Council Member,
Delaware County Council

John E. Pickett
Director,

Delaware County
Planning Department

Montgomery County

James R. Matthews
Montgomery County
Commissioner

Lewis F. Gould, Jr., Esq.
Duane, Morris &
Heckscher LLP

Kenneth Hughes
Director,

Montgomery County
Planning Commission

*New Jersey
Governor’s Appointee
A. Matthew Boxer

Director, Governor's
Authorities Unit

Sonia Frontera
Assistant Counsel,
New Jersey Governor’s
Authorities Unit

*New Jersey
Department of
Transportation
Kris Kolluri
Commissioner

Brent C. Barnes
Director, Bureau of
Statewide Planning

James B. Lewis
Manager, Bureau of
Statewide Planning

*New Jersey
Department of
Community Affairs
Susan Bass Levin
Commissioner

Joyce Paul
Executive Assistant
to the Assistant
Commissioner

*City of Camden

Gwendolyn A. Faison
Mayor

Edward Williams
Assistant Director
of Development
and Planning

City of Trenton
Douglas H. Palmer
Mayor

Andrew Carten
Director,
Division of Planning

Burlington County

Jerald R. Cureton, Esq.
Cureton, Caplan

Carol Ann Thomas
Principal Transportation
Planner

*Camden County

Louis Cappelli, Jr., Esq.
Camden County
Freeholder

Edward Fox

Director of Smart Growth,
Camden County
Improvement Authority

Gloucester County

Charles E. Romick
Planning Director,
Gloucester County
Planning Department

Giuseppe (Joe) Chila
Gloucester County
Freeholder

Joseph A. Brigandi, Jr.
Gloucester County
Freeholder

Mercer County

Brian M. Hughes
County Executive

Donna Lewis
Director,

Mercer County
Planning Division

Matthew Lawson
Principal Planner,
Mercer County

Planning Division

* Members marked
with an asterisk
indicate members
of the Executive
Committee.

participatory nonvoting members and alternates

U.S. Department
of Transportation

Federal Highway
Administration

Pennsylvania
Division

James A. Cheatham
Division Administrator

Matt Smoker
Planning Program
Manager

New Jersey Division

Dennis L. Merida
Division Administrator

Lawrence Cullari, AICP
Director of Planning
and Research

U.S. Department

of Housing and
Urban Development,
Region Il1

John G. Bravacos
Regional Director

Elvis Solivan
Special Assistant to
the Regional Director

Southeastern
Pennsylvania
Transportation
Authority

Faye M. Moore
General Manager

David Fogel
Director, Capital and
Long-Range Planning

New Jersey

Transit Corporation
Richard R. Sarles
Executive Director

Richard Roberts
Chief Planner

Jerry Lutin

Senior Director of
Statewide and
Regional Planning

Delaware River
Port Authority

John J. Matheussen
Chief Executive Officer

Linda Hayes
Manager, Capital Grants
Government Relations

Port Authority
Transit Corporation
Robert A. Box
General Manager

Cheryl Spicer
Assistant General
Manager

Federal Transit
Administration,
Region 111
Herman Shipman
Deputy Regional
Administrator
Michele A. Destra
Director,

Office of Planning and
Program Development

Keith Lynch
Community Planner

Photo on previous spread by G. Widman for GPTMC
Photo at right by R. Kennedy for GPTMC

U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency,
Region |11

Donald Welsh
Regional Administrator

Megan Dougherty
Pennsylvania State
Liaison Officer

U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency,
Region Il

Kathleen Callahan
Regional Director

Michael Moltzen
Mobile Source
Team Leader

Pennsylvania
Department of
Environmental
Protection
Joseph A. Feola
Regional Director,
Southeast
Regional Office

John Kennedy
Assistant Director

New Jersey
Department of
Environmental
Protection

Lisa Jackson
Commissioner

William Purdie
Director,

Office of Policy,
Planning and Science

New Jersey Office
of Smart Growth

Benjamin Spinelli
Executive Director

Pennsylvania
Department

of Community
and Economic
Development

Toni Crawford-Major
Director

Regional Citizens
Committee
Warren Strumpfer
Chairman

DVRPC BOARD
MEMBERS AND
ALTERNATES

as of June 30, 2007



COMMITTEE STRUCTURE

DVRPC’s committees advise the Board

on specific regional issues while ensuring
that interested parties, including member
governments and concerned citizens,

have an opportunity to participate in the
planning process. Meeting dates are on

our website at www.dvrpc.org. While only
the Regional Citizens Committee is open to
the general public for membership, anyone
who wishes may attend any of the following

committee meetings:

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION
COMMITTEE (RTC) AND PLANNING
COORDINATING COMMITTEE (PCC)

Advises the Board on issues concerning the
long-range and short-range transportation
plan, the Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) and other programs and policies.
Meets monthly.

REGIONAL AVIATION COMMITTEE (RAC)
Conducts aviation system planning activities
by providing technical and policy guidance
to the Federal Aviation Administration, the
states and the DVRPC planning program.
Meets quarterly.

GOODS MOVEMENT TASK FORCE (GMTF)

Works to maximize goods movement capability
by sharing information and technology

with public and private freight interests.

Also promotes the region’s intermodal
capabilities and implements a regional goods
movement strategy.

Meets quarterly.

INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION
SYSTEMS COORDINATING COUNCIL

Provides policy direction to the ITS Technical
Task Force, which coordinates deployment
of ITS technologies.

Meets as needed.

TRANSITCHEK POLICY COMMITTEE

Provides policy direction and develops the
annual budget of the TransitChek program
and provides direction for marketing efforts.
Meets yearly.

LAND USE AND HOUSING
COMMITTEE

Brings Board members together with state
and local housing agencies, nonprofit
housing providers, and other citizen
advocates to review and formulate a regional
housing agenda. It also provides a forum

for discussion of land use and related
issues and the development of the year
2030 Long-Range Plan.

Meets quarterly.

INFORMATION RESOURCE
EXCHANGE GROUP (IREG)

Provides a forum for the exchange of

ideas and experiences among regional

data managers. Topics of discussion include
IT architecture, GIS/orthophotography,

web technologies and census data.

Meets quarterly.

TRI-COUNTY WATER QUALITY
MANAGEMENT BOARD

Maintains the Tri-County Water Management
Plan and coordinates water supply and
wastewater treatment plans for Burlington,
Camden and Gloucester counties.

Meets quarterly.

REGIONAL CITIZENS COMMITTEE (RCC)

Provides the general public with access to,
and participation in, the regional planning
and decision-making process. This committee
acts as an advisory group to DVRPC'’s Board
and reviews all policies, plans and programs.
Meets monthly.

BOARD POLICY ANALYSIS COMMITTEE

Reviews policy and legislation, as well as
impact assessments. This committee also
formulates Board positions.

Meets as needed.
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This report is financed in part through grants from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA),
the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the Pennsylvania and New Jersey departments of

transportation, and DVRPC’s member governments.

DVRPC fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes and regulations
in all programs and activities. DVRPC’s website may be translated into Spanish, Russian and
Traditional Chinese online by visiting www.dvrpc.org. Publications and other public documents
can be made available in alternative languages or formats, if requested. For more information,
please call (215) 238-2871.

Candace B. Snyder, Director, Office of Public Affairs
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