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There is nothing wrong with today's 
teenager that twenty years won't 

cure.  ~Author Unknown 
 
 



buckleuppa.org 



Buckle Up PA 
• Pennsylvania's Municipal Occupant 

Protection Enforcement and 
Education Project 

• Funded through The Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation 

• Created in 1999 first Mobilization in 
2000 

• Presenting 3 Initiatives 
 Teen School Programs 
 Teen SB Enforcement 
 Nighttime SB Enforcement 



OP Success  
(Despite our Secondary Law) 

• Decline in OP Crashes and Fatalities 
• Significant Reductions in Teen Crashes and 

Deaths 
 



Need Work  

• Observed Seat Belt Use 
• Low OP Citations  
 



Seat Belt Use in PA 
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PA Seat Belt Use 1999-2013   
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Young Driver Deaths 

133 

124 122 

84 

95 97 

120 

92 
89 

68 

101 

64 

40 

57 

66 

44 

27 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Fa
ta

lit
ie

s 

Year 

Fatalities in Crashes Involving a 16-17 Year Old Driver 
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Working with Schools 

• Survival 101 
• 16 Minutes 
• Back is Where It’s At / Sit Back It’s Elementary 
• 17,000 Programs 
• 700,000 students reached 

 



Education Web Site 

 
patrafficsafety.org 
pasafetyedu.org 

 
 

 

http://www.patrafficsafety.org/
http://www.pasafetyedu.org/


SURVIVAL  101  
A Student’s Guide to Staying Alive  

 



Survival 101 

• Created 2003 Updated 2006 and 2010 
• 2012-2013 school year 406 Survival presentations 

reaching 25,426 students statewide.  
 



Survival 101: Is a police-driven curriculum designed to 
encourage appropriate decision making among middle and 
high school students .   



6th-12th Grades 

 Choices as a Passenger 

 Crash Dynamics 

 Occupant Protection 

 Inexperience 

 Preparing to Drive 

 Distracted Driving 

 Impaired Driving 

 Drowsy Driving 

 

 

 

 

 



16 Minutes-- a unique intervention program that focuses on 
selected high risk behaviors that lead to youth crashes, injuries 
and deaths. “Sixteen Minutes of Your Life” or “Sixteen 
Minutes” involves a one on one or a small group meeting with 
a police officer, the month the student turns 16. 

“16 Minutes” 



Fifteen turning Sixteen 

•  Perception and Reality behind the wheel 

•  Driving characteristics, and how seat belts save lives 

•  “CIOT” and consequences 

•  Driving is a privilege, not a right 



How Effective? 

Avoiding “Tween” Tragedies: Demonstration Project to Increase Seat Belt Use Among 8- to 15-year-old 
Motor Vehicle Occupants DOT HS 811 096 

  
•  Significant improvements:                                                                          

                                           Elementary Schools   13 %                                                  
                                           Junior High Schools   17%                                                      
                                           High Schools             20%      

                                                                                           
• Back seat positioning for elementary school children (12 

years-of-age and under) improved by 23 percentage points. 
 

• If drivers were belted, 90 percent of Tweens were belted 
 

 



Teen Mobilization 
• The 3rd Teen Seat Belt Mobilization was 

completed on March 3rd through March 21, 
2014. 

• 122 Law Enforcement Agencies. 
• 180 secondary schools. 
• A total of 32,432 direct enforcement 

contacts were completed. 
• 1,962 seat belt citations were issued. This 

includes both primary and secondary 
citations. 

• PA Announcement, 100,000 handouts, 
Informational site details and Campus 
Activities. 

 



Teen Mobilization Surveys 
LEA Grantees pre and post seat belt surveys.  
• 175 surveys were completed. 
• Seat Belt Use increase 11.3%.   
                      (73.4% to 84.7%)  
 
 
 

BUPA LELs completed Pre and Post Teen Mobilization SB 
surveys at 24 Secondary Schools 12 treatment and 12 
control schools.  

 Seat belt use increased: 
• 7%   (73.7% to 80.7%) (treatment) 
•  3.7%  from 69.9% and post survey 73.7% (control) 

 



Increasing Seat Belt Use At Night  



Nighttime Belt Use 
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Converting the Remaining 16% 
Converting the remaining 16 % will 
require enforcement, education, pubic 
information and more enforcement. 
 

This group is not only the most 
resistant, but is also responsible for 
other high risk driving behaviors and 
crashes.    
 

 
 



What Can We Do? 
• Pass a primary enforcement seat belt law . 
• Make sure that seat belt laws apply to everyone 

in the car, not just those in the front seat. 
• Ensure that fines for not wearing a seat belt are 

high enough to be effective. 
• Make sure that law  enforcement enforce all seat 

belt laws. 
• Continue to support seat belt laws w ith visible 

police presence and awareness campaigns for the 
public. 

• Educate the public to make seat belt use a norm 

 



Questions ? 
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