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• Drastic switch – from 

passenger in school bus 
or parent-driven vehicle to 
driver of a vehicle 
overnight 

 
• Concerns about your 

child’s safety as a driver 
and passenger in another 
teen’s car Is this how you felt when your child started 

driving? 2010 Subaru commercial 





Non-motorist

Teen's 
passenger

Teen driver

Occupant of 
other vehicle

Victim role in teen driver (15-17) fatal crashes 
U.S., 1998-2007 
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It’s Not Just Teen Safety – It’s Public Safety 
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2010 Leading Cause of 

Unintentional Injury for 16-17 
year-olds in PA 

Motor Vehicle
-69%

Posion -14%

All other -11%



Driver crash rates by age* 

*per 1,000 licensed drivers 
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Teens have the highest crash rates 
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Driver crash rates per million miles traveled 

A.F. Williams, Journal of Safety Research (2003)  

Teens have the highest crash rates 



 Driver education 

 Peer-to-peer programs 

 Vehicle decals 

 Parent programs 

 Police enforcement 

 And more 

 



Graduated Driver Licensing 
3-stage system is proven to be effective in reducing fatal crashes 

No cell phone use behind the wheel and buckle up –  
any age and any stage. 

Stage 1  
Supervised driving 12 months 
Practice at nighttime and in inclement weather 

Stage 2 
      12 months 
      Nighttime restriction  
      Passenger limit 
Stage 3 

Age 17 ½ or older 



GDL reduces all teen crashes by 20 – 40% 
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The best GDL systems save the most lives. 

Entire system includes: 

• Law components 

• Enforcement 

• Parent involvement 

• Social and community norms 

• Teens 



Driver Age 16-17 Driver Age 18-19 Driver Age 30-59 
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Months of licensure 

Novice drivers’ risk begins to 
drop with experience. 



GDL is a safety guideline for families 

GDL reduces fatal crashes by maximizing 
experience while minimizing teens’ risk. 

 

GDL is just the beginning.                          
Parents make the rule in their homes. 

 

GDL is designed to support parents.                     
Parents support GDL. 

 



Parents’ overall opinion of GDL* 

Highly approve 

73% 

Somewhat approve 

23% 

Disapprove 4% 

*Based on interviews with more than 600 North Carolina parents and teens who had recently 
been through that state’s new GDL system. Data from Iowa and Kansas show similar results. 



12-month holding period. Driving no later than 9 p.m.

Urban Rural

86% 

86% 

86% 
83% 

88% 
86% 

*for North Carolina. Data for Iowa and 
Kansas show similar results. 



Agree Disagree 

 Strongly Agree 

Strongly Disagree 

Teens’ overall opinion of GDL* 

49% 

10% 

14% 

27% 

*for North Carolina. Data for Iowa and 
Kansas show similar results. 



 Parents worry about their kids 
 Teens understand 
 Minor inconvenience 
◦ Less than 10% of trips involve more than 1 

teen passenger 
◦ Less than 20% of trips occur after 9 p.m. 

 Limits the most dangerous trips 



• Strong GDL isn’t a punishment 

•  Your child’s experience with driving is minimal, whether 

   or not he/she is a “good” kid 

• Crashes aren’t restricted to “bad” kids or reckless drivers 

• Not about the teen’s personality, GPA, reaction time,    

  responsibility level 

All teens are subject to the                               
same underlying risks 



GDL System 
Components Current Law 

NSC 
Recommended 

Upgrades 

Stoplight 

Stage 1 – Learner’s Permit 

Minimum age Age 16 

Holding period 6 months 12 months 

Parent/guardian supervised 
driving 65  hours Add nighttime and 

inclement weather practice 

Stage 2 – Junior License 

Minimum age Age 16 ½ Meets recommended 
minimum 

Passenger limit 1  Passenger for first 6 months, 3 passengers after the first six months 0 under age 20 for 12 
months 

Nighttime driving prohibited 11 pm – 5 am 10 pm daily for 12 months 

Age when restrictions lifted Age 18 Meets recommended 
minimum 

Stage 3 – Senior License 

All Stages 

Mandatory seat belt use Secondary  offense for  passengers age 8-17 in all seats and 18+ in front 
seat only 

Primary offense to cover all 
passengers in all seats 

Cell phone ban No texting law  No driver use of handheld 
or hands-free 
communication devices 

Pennsylvania’s current GDL compared to ideal GDL 
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