
TODAY – PANEL DISCUSSION 
• Sustainable Agriculture and Farming –

Julia Freedgood, American Farmland Trust 
• Health, Healthy Eating, and Improved 

Relationship with Food –
Dr. Roni Neff, Center for a Livable Future, 
Johns Hopkins School of Public Health

• Economic Development –
Dr. Jeremy Nowak, The Reinvestment Fund

• Hunger and Food Access –
Geri Henchy, Food Research and Action 
Center 



USING INDICATORS TO REFINE OUR 
RECOMMENDATIONS



10 INDICATORS

(1) Number of economically-viable family farms
(2) Improving surface water quality
(3) Rate at which we are preserving farmland
(4) Eligibility and Participation rate in federal food 

assistance programs
(5) Increase in food and farmworker wages
(6) Profitability of farming
(7) Affordability of food
(8) Health of the region’s residents
(9) Increase in the region’s healthy food purchases
(10) Increase in local food production and purchasing



1. Number of economically-viable family 
farms
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2. Improving surface water quality
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2. Improving surface water quality

Pennsylvania
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3. Rate at which we are preserving farmland
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4. Eligibility and Participation rate in federal 
food assistance programs

53.5%
72.8%

67.9%

Source: American Community Survey
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5. Increase in food and farmworker wages
New Jersey

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics 
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6. Profitability of farming
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7. Affordability of food

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
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8. Health of the region’s residents

New Jersey

Source: CDC



0.0%
10.0%
20.0%

30.0%
40.0%
50.0%
60.0%

70.0%
80.0%

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

%
 o

f 
A

d
u

lt
 P

o
p

u
la

ti
o

n
 -

Overweight (BMI of 25-29) Obese (BMI of 30-99)

Pennsylvania

8. Health of the region’s residents

Source: CDC



0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

2001-2002 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007

%
 o

f 
A

ll 
F
o
od

 a
t 

H
o
m

e 
Ex

p
en

d
it
ur

es

Cereals Meats, Poultry, Fish Fruits and Vegetables Dairy Other

9. Increase in the region’s healthy food 
purchases

Philadelphia MSA
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10. Increase in local food production and 
purchasing
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QUESTIONS 



RECOMMENDATIONS   



Small Group Activities 

Revised based on our last Stakeholder 
Committee meeting

Activity was designed around survey results 
Discuss in detail TOP THREE recommendations 

per value category 
30 minutes 



Small Group Activities 

1. Sustainable Agriculture and Farming – Amy 
Miller, NJ Room 

2. Health, Healthy Eating – Kim Korejko, Main 
Conference Room 

3. Economic Development – Patty Elkis, PA 
Room

4. Hunger and Food Access – Amanda Wagner 
Main Conference Room  



Reconvene



NEXT STEPS 

• Draft Food System Plan 
• Identify Reviewers 
• Make an announcement requesting proposals 

that implement some of our key 
recommendations. 

• Plan to be released at a Future Food System 
Stakeholder Committee   




