
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Task Force Attendees:  Ken Boyle, Paul Glover, Rev. Ricci Hausley, James Hopkins, Peter Meyer, Patrick Miner, Sari 
Steuber, Shoshana Akins (Staff), Laura An (Staff), Barry Seymour (Staff), Betsy Mastaglio (Staff), Patty Elkis (Staff), Chris 
Anderson (Presenter), John Rogers (Presenter) 
 
Additional Attendees: Jasper Jones, Kathyn Pearlstine Freilich, Caleb Fritz, Will Brugger, Amanda Lafty, Karen Whitaker, 
Patrice Martin, M. Richard Nalbandian, Sara Arkson, Alexis Williams, Tracey Colton, Kyle Johnson, Lorianne Defalco, 
Feung Ah Byun, Stefan Rukowicz, Michael Granter, Susan Myeron, Jason Trenchard, Karen Scott 
 
 
Welcome and Meeting Overview 
 
Shoshana Akins opened the meeting with a brief overview of the agenda and welcomed all the attendees. Peter Meyer, 
Chair of the PPTF, facilitated introductions. All members and attendees reported out about their county of residence and 
background. The attendees then heard three presentations on the economic value of green infrastructure. 
 
Presentations 
 
Return on Environment... Patty Elkis, Director of Planning, DVRPC 
 
Patty Elkis presented on the DVRPC’s Return on Environment report, giving background on the study, the concepts 
detailed in the report, and current ways people can engage with this ongoing effort.  
 

Water Infrastructure in Philadelphia… Chris Anderson, Watersheds Program Manager, Philadelphia Water Department 
 
Chris Anderson presented on the City of Philadelphia’s water initiatives and their incorporation of greening, public 
outreach, and community inclusion in their programs. This included highlighting the current developments of the Water 
Department’s projects and detailing the outlook for future progress in greening.  
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ROE: Economics and Greening… John Rogers, Principal, Keystone Conservation Trust 
 
John Rogers presented on the Keystone Conservation Trust’s concurrent and ongoing work off of DVRPC’s Return on 
Environment report. This presentation detailed the importance of communicating the economic value of green space 
and how this value can be leveraged to change policies and programs.  
 
Panel Discussion... Patty Elkis, Chris Anderson, John Rogers 
 
A panel discussion was facilitated by Shoshana Akins. Attendees asked questions about specific projects within the 
panelists’ organizations and general thoughts on the economics of greening.  
 
Closing … Peter Meyer, Chair of the Public Participation Task Force 
 
Peter Meyer closed the meeting with a few summary comments and thanked all attendees for coming to the meeting. 
 
Member Discussion and Networking… all attendees 
 
Many attendees stayed after to network and gather additional DVRPC reports and resources. 
 
Committee Business and Upcoming Outreach, Events, and News 
 
Shoshana Akins announced that the next Task Force meeting will be September 8th, 2016.  
 
 
 
 
The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil Rights Restoration 
Act of 1987, Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice, and related nondiscrimination statutes and regulations in all programs and activities. 
DVRPC’s website, www.dvrpc.org, may be translated into multiple languages. Publications and other public documents can be made available in 
alternative languages and formats, if requested. DVRPC public meetings are always held in ADA-accessible facilities and in transit-accessible 
locations when possible. Auxiliary services can be provided to individuals who submit a request at least seven days prior to a meeting. Requests 
made within seven days will be accommodated to the greatest extent possible. Any person who believes they have been aggrieved by an unlawful 
discriminatory practice by DVRPC under Title VI has a right to file a formal complaint. Any such complaint may be in writing and filed with DVRPC’s 
Title VI Compliance Manager and/or the appropriate state or federal agency within 180 days of the alleged discriminatory occurrence. For more 
information on DVRPC’s Title VI program, or to obtain a Title VI Complaint Form, please call (215) 592-1800 or email public_affairs@dvrpc.org.  
 

http://www.dvrpc.org/
mailto:public_affairs@dvrpc.org
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