
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 
RELATED TO DVRPC BOARD ACTION ITEMS 

 
September 24, 2020  

 
 

Public comments on non-agenda items 

From: John Butler 
County: Delaware 
Zip Code: N/A 
Date Received: 09/13/2020 
 
Comment/Question: Delcora is going to redirect sewerage now going to the plant at 
the Phila airport to the Chester plant where sludge is incinerated. Chester already has a 
poor air quality and is an EJ community. Phila has to upgrade their plant and it could 
become a biodigester plant creating RNG reducing carbon emissions. There are 
examples of sewerage treatment plants that did this. Also Phila has never addressed 
the loss of income now coming from Delco. Aqua buying delcro is not in the best 
interest with their long history of rate increases and little conservation measures to 
reduce sewage and water usage. 
 
This is what the planning commission should be supporting for the Phila upgraded plant 
at the airport for the region. We don’t need a larger plant in Chester which is a EJ 
community. 
Increased burning of sewerage in Chester with NG will never get us to our carbon 
reduction targets. Also the phila steam loop and the energy coop is looking for RNG. 
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Response:  Thank you for your comment. Your original comment was forwarded to the 
DVRPC Board. Sewage treatment is outside of DVRPC’s domain but your comment 
was brought to the Board’s Delaware County and Chester City representatives. 
 
Your continued involvement and participation in the region’s maintenance and 
developments is much appreciated. 
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From: Rev Glen Benson 
County: Delaware 
Zip Code: 19013 
Date Received: 09/21/2020 
 
Comment/Question: *PLEASE DISTRIBUTE ALL EMAILS TO THE DVRPC BOARD  
 
Email 1 of 4 
Date: Tue, Sep 22, 2020, 5:09 PM 
Subject: Deliberate allowance of weed overgrowth by PENNDOT alongside of 1210 
Kerlin Street, Chester, PA., 19013 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
       These pictures were taken from my rear bedroom window.  As the pictures clearly 
demonstrate there is a deliberate ending of maintenance of the grass and weeds along 
I-95 leading up to the back of my property all the way to the front of Kerlin Street.   This 
is racist to the core because the owner of the construction company is white where 
Penn Dot is still maintaining the lot. 
        It takes less than 15 seconds to say, “Dispatch a crew to cut the weeds on the lot 
along I-95 next to 1210 Kerlin Stree 
t in Chester .”  It takes another 15 seconds to say, “Make sure that lot stays in the 
schedule to be maintained so the weed overgrowth does not get out of hand. “ 
So, what is the delay?  
     I have to keep my front and backyard covered in tarp to try and keep those 
superweeds from the lot that PENNDOT owns blowing onto my property, yet they still 
manage to breakthrough.  This deliberate racist treatment by PENNDOT is criminal in 
its intent.    If it is not, then please explain to me what it is?  I still await your response, 
and more so, your conscious actions. 
 
Respectfully, 
Rev. Glen Benson 
 
Email 2 of 4 
Date: Mon, Sep 21, 2020 at 10:26 AM 
Subject: Fw: August 2020 1210 Kerlin Photos 
 
To Whom It May Concern,  
 
       My name is Rev. Glen Benson and I am writing with regard to my home at 1210 
Kerlin Street, Chester Pa. 19013.  The man who does my yard work and cuts my grass 
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and keeps it clean has contracted Covid 19 and he has been very sick. Attached are 
pictures of my yard in August and how nice it always looks and how he keeps it. I am 
also sending in a separate email, pictures of how the weeds have overgrown in my yard 
because of PENNDOT intentionally not cutting the weeds in the vacant lot that 
PENNDOT owns next to my house.   When PENNDOT does not cut the weeds on the 
property that PENNDOT owns, which is the vacant lot next to my house, then the 
blowback of those weeds affects not only my yard but my neighbor’s yards all the way 
up the block.  I am also sending copies of emails that I have sent to PENNDOT 
documenting that I have complained about this numerous times over the years before 
and this should not be a situation where I have to keep on asking PENNDOT to take 
care of their property. There will be a total of (3) separate emails addressing this 
situation. I should not have to consistently keep asking PENNDOT to cut the grass on 
the vacant lot that PENNDOT owns.  
 
          This is not something that would be experienced in a white neighborhood.  It 
would not be tolerated on any level. This abuse demonstrates blatant institutionalized 
and systemic racism in a very clear form. That to PENNDOT if your neighborhood is 
Black, then Black neighborhoods do not matter.  And it is beyond time to rectify that 
fact.   I have appeared before the DVRPC board about this exact same situation, and 
PENNDOT officials have stated that they would see to it that the vacant lot next to 1210 
Kerlin Street, Chester, PA. would be placed on a regular maintenance schedule. 
However, this is clearly not the case.  Is this intentional neglect retaliation because I am 
once again asking for justice to have my home repaired from the violent traffic vibrations 
of I-95 that are shaking and destroying my house on a daily basis?  Is this a retaliatory 
action because of the letters that I’ve written to PENNDOT official, Charles Davies, 
calling clarity to the racist action of PENNDOT stating that sound barriers would not be 
even considered to be placed in the area of 1210 Kerlin Street until 2027 and yet sound 
barriers abound in white neighborhoods?  Whatever the case may be, I am calling on all 
the elected officials in Pennsylvania State Government, and all the officials at 
PENNDOT, and all the officials on the Board of DVRPC, to take action and bring justice 
to rectify this situation, because to remain silent and inactive speaks to being complicit 
and in agreement with these racist actions.  I await your response, and more so, your 
conscious action.  
 
Respectfully,  
Rev. Glen Benson  
1210 Kerlin Street  
Chester, PA., 19013  
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Email 3 of 4 
Transmitted to DVRPC on 9/21/2020  
Sent: Tuesday, June 5, 2018 7:37 AM 
Subject: Fw: Penndot Overgrown vacant lot next to 1210 Kerlin Street, 
 
The lot next to my house looks like this right now , June 5, 2018.  This is the same 
situation every year.  I have called complaining to different individuals no less than ten 
times in the past week and a half, with no response.  I would appreciate a response as 
to how this can be handled so I and my neighbors do not have to go through this 
process of begging Penn Dot to do what it is supposed to do on a regular routine basis. 
Or are we being neglected because this is a predominantly African American 
neighborhood?  Is this consistent neglect based in racism and  a purposeful racist act of 
neglect by Penn Dot? I await your response and action. 
 
Respectfully, 
Rev. Glen Benson 
 
Email 4 of 4 
Transmitted to DVRPC on 9/21/2020 
Date: Mon, Sep 21, 2020 at 10:42 AM 
Subject: Fw: PAST EMAILS TO PENNDOT REGARDING OVER GROWN WEEDS ON 
VACANT LOT OWNED BY PENNDOT 
 
THIS IS THE THIRD EMAIL OF THIS GROUP CONCERNING THIS SITUATION AT 
1210 KERLIN STREET, CHESTER, PA. 19013.  PLEASE CONFIRM RECEIPT OF ALL 
EMAILS AND PICTURES.  THANK YOU. 
 
RESPECTFULLY, 
 
REV. GLEN BENSON 
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Photos from emails 
Following photos attached in 9/2//20 email 

6 



7 



 
Following photos show Rev Benson’s yard before the overgrown property: 
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The following photos show the weeds that have grown on Rev Glen Benson’s property 
and in the adjacent lot: 
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Response:  Thank you for your comment. Your original comment was forwarded to the 
DVRPC Board. 
 
Response from Charles Davies, PennDOT sent via email on 9/21/2020: 
“Reverend Benson, we have received all of the messages and the photos.  I have 
forwarded the messages to our District Executive, Ken McClain, who will be giving 
direction to address the situation on the property.  I will also be getting back to you soon 
on the status of the work we are planning in the field adjacent to your home regarding 
the vibration monitoring.” 
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Your continued involvement and participation in the region’s maintenance and 
developments is much appreciated. 
 
 

Public comments on agenda and non-agenda items received at the DVRPC Board 
Meeting held on September 24, 2020  

Rev. Glen Benson, Delaware County  
 
Rev. Benson made public comments asking members of DVRPC’s Board, and in 
particular, state officials to respond to emails he submitted prior to the Board meeting. 
Those emails, included above, detail maintenance issues on a lot next to his property, 
infringing on his ability to use his front and back yards. Rev. Benson noted that while 
DVRPC is not directly responsible for issues concerning his home, which is next to I-95, 
the Commission's board meetings are the only place he has a public opportunity to 
address such concerns to representatives from PennDOT.  

Response -- Sent October 7, 2020: 

Thank you for making public comments at DVRPC's September 24th Board meeting. 
DVRPC staff members have directly emailed with you or have been a part of email 
distribution lists between you and Charles Davies, Assistant District Executive at 
PennDOT District 6. We understand that you are presenting two issues.  

The first is about structural damage to your house, located near or adjacent to I-95. 
Based on emails sent between September 21, 2020 and September 24, 2020, 
PennDOT District 6 is in contact with you to set up a vibration test. Additionally, the I-95 
Noise Abatement project is advancing, which may result in noise barriers installed along 
I-95 in the vicinity of your house.  

The second is to do with regular maintenance of a lot adjacent to your property and 
presumably a part of the highway facility. Similarly, Charles Davies is in contact with you 
as well as PennDOT’s maintenance operations.  

While DVRPC is not involved in maintenance/operations or implementation of 
transportation projects, we, as an MPO, are involved in seeking and collecting public 
input, and facilitating dialogue between different levels of government and the region’s 
residents. In your earlier statements, submitted via email in advance of the September 
Board meeting, you claim that you are experiencing discrimination based on your race.  

As a recipient of federal funds, PennDOT must comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 and additional nondiscrimination requirements when it carries out its 
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activities. Please see PennDOT’s Bureau of Equality Opportunity and its Title VI 
Discimination Complaint Process, available here: 
https://www.penndot.gov/about-us/EqualEmployment/Pages/TitleVI.aspx. You can also 
contact them by phone at 717-787-5891 or 800-468-4201.  

A summary of your public comment as well as this response will be published to 
DVRPC's website as part of the record for the 9/24 Board meeting.  

 
Sue Herman, Bucks County  

Ms. Herman made a public comment in regards to DVRPC’s Regional Airport System 
Plan and its inclusion of the Trenton-Mercer Airport, known by its aviation acronym TTN, 
as an airport that should expand its commercial passenger service. Ms. Herman sent 
her comments as well as supporting documents to the DVRPC Board shortly after the 
September Board meeting. Those materials are included at the end of this PDF 
document. [Google folder for now] 

DVRPC also received an email and supporting documents on 10/5/2020.  Those 
materials are also included in this document. [Google folder for now].  

Response -- Sent on October 7, 2020  

Thank you for making public comments at DVRPC’s Board meeting on 9/24 as well as 
sending materials via email to DVRPC’s Board members on 9/24 and 10/5.  

DVRPC recognizes the concerns of the region’s residents as it relates to the planned 
improvements at Trenton-Mercer Airport(TTN). As we emphasized in our November 4, 
2019 correspondence to the FAA we strongly support the continued examination and 
consideration of the environmental and societal impacts created by any changes in 
facility operations on residents of both Mercer County, NJ and neighboring Bucks 
County, PA, in accordance with established guidelines. 

DVRPC’s aviation planning work and products do not dictate plans for individual airport 
expansions but instead serve to document individual facility plans and system needs in 
an effort to better inform other investments that benefit the regional aviation system, 
with a primary focus on general aviation activities. The Regional Aviation System Plan 
(RASP) is the documentation of these findings and in our most recent RASP published 
in July of 2014. In that document, DVRPC did not make a recommendation that TTN 
become a “booming airport”. In addition, the RASP recognizes TTN by its Federal 
statutory classification as a Nonhub Commercial Service airport and has never 
recommended its consideration for planning purposes or otherwise as any other facility 
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classification. 

The 2040 RASP documents only one recommendation directly related to the 
commercial service activity at TTN by stating “to increase the utilization of secondary 
commercial service airports, it is important to offer good ground transportation links to 
provide better access and reduce adjacent road congestion.” This recommendation was 
further expanded for TTN to include: “establish a direct bus link between the airport 
terminal and the Trenton Transit Center.” 

DVRPC is scheduled to update the RASP this fiscal year with a planned update to be 
published in the Fall of 2022. 

A summary of your public comment, the supporting materials you submitted, and this 
response will be published to DVRPC's website as part of the record for the 9/24 Board 
meeting.  

 

Ammon Baker, Signal Control Products 

Ammon Baker, who works at Signal Control Products, a company that provides traffic 
signal equipment for transportation projects, made a public comment asking if COVID19 
and the resulting reduction in tax collection will affect transportation funding, and 
specifically projects that are in the most recent PA TIP.  Mr. Baker recounted that he 
recently reviewed the draft FY2021 TIP Highlights document and saw that FY2021 
funding was about the same amount of funding compared to the year before.  
 
Response - Sent on October 7, 2020  

Thank you for making public comments at DVRPC’s Board meeting on 9/24. 

As you know the Covid-19 pandemic has taken a significant toll on the economic 
conditions of the region, Commonwealth, and entire nation. Financial Guidance is 
administered by PennDOT and requires buy-in and approval from the majority of 
planning partners around the state, as well as federal partners. Financial Guidance is 
guidance outlining what the region and the state can reasonably expect to receive 
during the years of an adopted state and regional TIP. The Guidance is a snapshot in 
time for a planning document and takes into account many different processes, 
including state sources of funding and federal funding, as enabled or created through 
federal transportation legislation. 

There are declining revenues of the State Motor License Fund. The federal 
transportation bill, known as the FAST Act expired on September 30, 2020, but a 
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Continuing Resolution was signed into law and extended the FAST Act until September 
30, 2021. The region, as well as the rest of the country, is still experiencing the impacts 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. DVRPC will continue to work with PennDOT to determine 
specific impacts on TIP projects as more is learned about revenue, whether funding 
changes will affect primarily capital, maintenance or discretionary projects, and whether 
there is any additional federal response, such as an infrastructure stimulus act. If these 
situations affect DVRPC’s TIP, the changes will be available to the public, through 
DVRPC’s monthly Board meetings and the resulting materials.  
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Alison Hastings <ahastings@dvrpc.org>

Trenton- Mercer Airport: RRTS Public Comment at 9/24/20 DVRPC Board Meeting
1 message

susan herman <rrtsbuckspa5@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 24, 2020 at 11:12 AM
To: Andrew.Simpson@phila.gov, BQuinde@njtransit.com, Brian.Leckie@dot.nj.gov, Cheryl.Goldman@dot.nj.gov,
Christopher.Puchalsky@phila.gov, CommHarvie@buckscounty.org, DEBrown@septa.org, Daniel <dan.kelly@nj.gov>,
David.Caulfield@dep.nj.gov, Donna.Zucchetti@dot.nj.gov, Elizabeth.Semple@dep.nj.gov, Eugene.Porochniak@dot.gov,
JHolton@septa.org, Jennifer.Crobak@dot.gov, John.Wolick@camdencounty.com, Kelley.Yemen@phila.gov,
MZOCHOWSKI@mercercounty.org, MaddenK@co.delaware.pa.us, Mayor@ci.camden.nj.us,
Melanie.Willoughby@sos.nj.gov, Mike.Russo@dot.state.nj.us, PA_Webmanager@hud.gov, Richard.brown@sos.nj.gov,
Rudy.Rodas@nj.gov, Stephen.Fowler@dot.nj.gov, "Stone, Evan" <estone@buckscounty.org>, TSteinitz@septa.org,
abobbitt@trentonnj.org, abockis@saul.com, ahartzell@pa.gov, akpayne@buckscounty.org, alicia.nolan@dot.gov,
alifurman@pa.gov, andrew.levecchia@camdencounty.com, andrew.swords@dot.state.nj.us, anmiller@ci.camden.nj.us,
anne.kelly@phila.gov, b_holcomb@drpa.org, barry.ableman@sos.state.nj.us, bdelisle@trentonnj.org, bdonovan@chesco.org,
becoat.gregory@epa.gov, bheigel@paturnpike.com, bhughes@mercercounty.org, bmcfadden@septa.org,
boleary@chesco.org, bproska@trafficpd.com, brandon.r.porinchak@hud.gov, brian.goodson@dot.gov,
brownc@co.delaware.pa.us, bstyche@chesco.org, cgreenwood@ceocouncilforgrowth.com, ckastrenakes@gmtma.org,
commissioner@dep.nj.gov, cpregosch@buckscounty.org, crobinson@trentonnj.org, cstuart@montcopa.org,
cthomas@co.burlington.nj.us, daniel.kelly@nj.gov, darin.gatti@phila.gov, david.kanthor@phila.gov,
diane.scaccetti@dot.nj.gov, donna.rendeiro@sos.nj.gov, dspence@co.gloucester.nj.us, easmith@septa.org,
edwillia@ci.camden.nj.us, eleanor.sharpe@phila.gov, equinn@chesco.org, eric.powers@dot.nj.gov, eroe@chesco.org,
evizza@ceocouncilforgrowth.com, fharwell13@gmail.com, fmw@mwfo.com, gburritt@admarble.com,
gfallat@mercercounty.org, hastingstm@co.delaware.pa.us, hilll@co.delaware.pa.us, hsimmons@co.gloucester.nj.us,
jacqueline.o.davis@phila.gov, james.vari@dot.state.nj.us, jbarr@septa.org, jdavis@paturnpike.com, jdrink@drpa.org,
jeannette.brugger@phila.gov, jhuston@co.gloucester.nj.us, jim.lewis@dot.state.nj.us, jkeller@pottstown.org, jkorus@pa.gov,
jmosca@pa.gov, jneal@chestercity.com, john.haak@phila.gov, jromano@larsondesigngroup.com, jthanson@drpa.org,
jumorton@ci.camden.nj.us, jwilkerson@trentonnj.org, kamcfarlane@drpa.org, kbecica@camdencounty.com,
kcastagnola@southjerseyport.com, keith.lynch@dot.gov, keith.skilton@dot.gov, kelmack@verizon.net, kskeels@drjtbc.org,
lashifflet@state.pa.us, lbelmonte@pa.gov, lfloyd@mercercounty.org, lguarini@pa.gov, liz.feinberg@verizon.net,
lmillan@njtransit.com, louc@camdencounty.com, loutan.reema@epa.gov, lrichards@septa.org, lthompson@njtransit.com,
lyoung@philaport.com, mark.squilla@phila.gov, martine.decamp@phila.gov, mcsafe27@yahoo.com,
medmond@montcopa.org, michael.a.carroll@phila.gov, michelle.webb@phila.gov, mkichline@chesco.org,
mkolber@trentonnj.org, mlawson@mercercounty.org, mmoskowitz@chesco.org, moltzen.michael@epa.gov,
monica.etz@dot.state.nj.us, mpopek@montcopa.org, mremsa@bcbridges.org, mshorr@pa.gov, nathan.powers@phila.gov,
nhaynes@philaport.com, nicholas.baker@phila.gov, nralston@pa.gov, patpatters@pa.gov, paul.j.lehmann@hud.gov,
pheck@sjta.com, plspinelli@drpa.org, prykard@chestercity.com, pwillan@klehr.com, raygreen@pa.gov,
raymond.tomczak@dot.gov, rgbrahler@buckscounty.org, richard.m.ott@hud.gov, rkhepkins@drpa.org, rlittle@drjtbc.org,
robert.clark@dot.gov, rofogel@pa.gov, rsaintilien@trentonnj.org, rtroberts@njtransit.com, ruth.foster@dep.nj.gov,
rwonderling@greaterphilachamber.com, sakinah.hearn@phila.gov, sean.thompson@dca.state.nj.us,
servidio.cosmo@epa.gov, sfrance@montcopa.org, shaffert@co.delaware.pa.us, sheppard.v.williams@hud.gov,
sregister@trentonnj.org, sschulz@camdencounty.com, sshankar@pa.gov, stephenmazur@sjta.com,
sutapa.bandyopadhyay@dot.gov, tbianco@co.gloucester.nj.us, terry.garciacrews@dot.gov, timothy.lidiak@dot.gov, tkcook-
artis@drpa.org, tkirkland@chestercity.com, tomcoleman@rclawnj.com, tstanuikynas@bcbridges.org,
tziegler@co.gloucester.nj.us, uzoma.anukwe@dot.gov, valeriya.remezova@dot.gov, varkoosh@montcopa.org,
vibasara@ci.camden.nj.us, vvoltaggio@co.gloucester.nj.us, wcshanahan@drpa.org
Cc: Brram.org@gmail.com, CommDiGirolamo@buckscounty.org, CommEllisMarseglia@buckscounty.org, "Daniel R. Grenier"
<dgrenier@lmt.org>, David Bria <dbria@yardleyboro.com>, "David J. Truelove" <dtruelove@hillwallack.com>, "Fagan, Dan"
<dan.fagan@pasenate.com>, Fredric K Weiss <fweiss@lmt.org>, James McCartney <jmccartney@lmt.org>, John Lewis
<jlewis@lmt.org>, "Kurt M. Ferguson" <kurtf@lmt.org>, "Rep. Perry Warren" <RepWarren@pahouse.net>, Rose Wuenschel
<Rosemary.wuenschel@pasenate.com>, "Santarsiero, Senator Steve" <Steve.santarsiero@pasenate.com>,
Shannon.Sticker@pasenate.com, Sue Simon <sue.simon@mail.house.gov>, Suzanne Blundi <sblundi@lmt.org>, Trenton
Threatened Skies <trentonthreatenedskies@gmail.com>, bseymour@dvrpc.org, kyle melander
<kyle.melander@mail.house.gov>, ryan bevitz <rbevitz@pahouse.net>, susan herman <rrtsbuckspa5@gmail.com>, Alison
Hastings <ahastings@dvrpc.org>, renee.wise@dvrpc.org

Dear DVRPC Board Members,

We respectfully request that you acknowledge receipt of this email.
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Attached please find Public Comment made by Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) 
at this morning's 9/24/20 DVRPC Board Meeting.

We implore the DVRPC Board to vigorously and formally require
 the DVRPC to re-examine its plans to make TTN a "booming airport" 
 and re-prioritize the importance of clean water to the region
 as one of the primary goals.

The first attachment below is RRTS's Public Comment made during the 9/24/20 meeting.  The other attachments are
referenced in our Public Comment.

Thank you for your attention to this serious public health issue.

Sincerely,

Susan Herman
President, RRTS

 073020 NJ Clean Air Council Public Hearing Test...

3 attachments

092420 DVRPC Board mtng. Final RRTS Public Comment.pdf
707K

Phila. Inquirer 071320 PFAS testing planned for 2 counties.pdf
1490K

2020 PA DEP Water Quality Report Written Comments.pdf
13391K

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RiBAIausFqr0h5HIyq0pxALr5E8Yr7y5/view?usp=drive_web
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=b1bac8fae3&view=att&th=174c0ac386d39b24&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_kffj7qhb0&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=b1bac8fae3&view=att&th=174c0ac386d39b24&attid=0.2&disp=attd&realattid=f_kffj87cl1&safe=1&zw
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Public Comment made by Susan Herman, on behalf of Residents for Regional Traffic 

Solutions, Inc., at the September 24, 2020 Meeting of the DVRPC Board 

Good morning. I am Susan Herman, President of Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc.* 

(a.k.a. RRTS; P.O. Box 285, Newtown, PA 18940) 

Trenton-Mercer Airport (a.k.a. TTN) is continuing large-scale expansion under the radar - as it 

has gotten away with doing during the last 25 years - regardless of the grave environmental & 

fiscal costs to the residents, businesses & communities of Mercer County (NJ) & Bucks County 

(PA), and the millions of people who get their residential drinking water from the Delaware 

River.  The vulnerable NJ communities of Ewing Township and the City of Trenton have been - 

and will continue to be – the hardest hit.   

In PA Congressman Brian Fitzpatrick’s August 2020 Written Testimony submitted for the 

7/30/20 New Jersey Clean Air Council Public Hearing RE: Past, Present, and Future: Air Quality 

Around Our Ports and Airports, he states, “…TTN implemented a comprehensive Master Plan 

that calls for large-scale enhancements to the terminal, taxiway, and runway to increase 

passenger traffic at TTN.  Unfortunately, TTN has chosen to segment these projects in an effort 

to reduce the level of NEPA analysis required from an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 

that would require a broader scale cumulative impact analysis that would take into 

consideration the impacts to my constituents in Pennsylvania.  The planned airport expansion 

has the potential to negatively impact the residents, businesses, and community that comprise 

PA-01, as a flight path associated with the airport is directly above the district.  Adding to the 

already poor air quality of the Philadelphia Metropolitan area, the first phase of the proposed 

plan will result in the clearing of 2.3 acres of trees within 100 feet of contaminated 

groundwater associated with the Naval Air Warfare Center (NAWC)…” 

Residents in both Mercer County, NJ and Bucks County, PA share Congressman Fitzpatrick’s 

concerns.  We are worried about the release of poisonous contaminants into surrounding 

tributaries and the Delaware River, including PFOS, VOC’s and mercury known to be present at 

the NAWC.  As you know, the Delaware River is a primary source of residential drinking water 

for millions of people.  We know from the recent July 2020 launch of the PA PFAS Multi-Site 

Study, a national study where the CDC has selected Pennsylvania & New Jersey among 7 states 

to participate (see attached 7/13/20 article titled PFAS testing planned for 2 counties), that 

PFAS contamination of drinking water is linked to harming children’s neurological development, 

kidney cancer and testicular cancer and studies suggest that exposure to high levels of PFAS can 

 

*Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS) is a non-profit organization founded in August, 2001.  

Its purpose is to engage in public awareness as to traffic issues in the Central Bucks County area.  RRTS 

focuses on issues related to transportation, infrastructure and the impact of transportation-related 

decisions on regional populations.  In the case of Trenton-Mercer Airport, the impacted regional 

populations are in Mercer County, NJ & Bucks County, PA. 



have a detrimental effect on the body’s immune system.  In fact, U.S. Senators Bob Menendez 

(NJ) and Bob Casey (PA) are part of a group of nineteen (19) Senators inquiring about whether 

the potential connection between PFAS exposure and COVID-19 is being thoroughly examined 

by the U.S. Department of Health. 

It is clear that TTN’s end goal is to become the eastern HUB described in the Delaware Valley 

Regional Planning Commission’s (DVRPC’s) July 2014 publication titled 2040 Regional Airport 

System Plan (RASP), a plan that calls for expanding the airport far beyond an 

appropriate-sized local airport. Page 32 of the 2040 RASP it states, “The airport [TTN] is 

marketing itself as an alternative to PHL [Philadelphia International Airport] and EWR [Newark’s 

Liberty International Airport], offering less hassle”.   

On DVRPC’s website it states, “DVRPC’s vision for the Greater Philadelphia Region is a 

prosperous, innovative, equitable, resilient, and sustainable region…that protects and preserves 

our natural resources while creating healthy communities…”.   

The DVRPC has lost its way regarding its expansion plans for TTN.  Current plans 

are resulting in the demise of: our natural resources, healthy communities, quality 

of life and home values.  Today, we implore the DVRPC Board to vigorously and 

formally require the DVRPC to re-examine its plans to make TTN a “booming 

airport”* and re-prioritize the importance of clean water to the region as one of 

the primary goals.   

We will now email the DVRPC Board this Public Comment.  Please see the four (4) attachments, 

including a video titled Trenton Airport Expansion: Your Neighbors’ Concerns.  Click on youtube 

link   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZHU7m1Rzvyw&feature=youtu.be 

 

Thank you. 

*See page 43 of DVRPC’s publication titled [resilience] 2014 WEEKLY PLANNER/ FY2013 ANNUAL REPORT 

ATTACHMENTS:  

-7/13/20 Philadelphia Inquirer article: PFAS testing planned for 2 counties 

-Written Testimonies by politicians/citizens.7/2020 NJ Clean Air Council Public Hearing 

-Written Comments by politicians/citizens.PA DEP 2020 Water Quality Report               

-VIDEO titled Trenton Airport Expansion: Your Neighbors’ Concerns (click on youtube link below) 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZHU7m1Rzvyw&feature=youtu.be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZHU7m1Rzvyw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZHU7m1Rzvyw&feature=youtu.be
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Alison Hastings <ahastings@dvrpc.org>

Fwd: Trenton Airport Expansion likely to poison the Delaware River
2 messages

Barry Seymour <bseymour@dvrpc.org> Mon, Oct 5, 2020 at 11:56 AM
To: Alison Hastings <ahastings@dvrpc.org>, Michael Ruane <mruane@dvrpc.org>

Alison/Mike - We will need some sort of response on this.

Barry Seymour | Execu�ve Director

(Pronouns: he/him/his)

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission 
190 N Independence Mall West, 8th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106-1520 
215.238.2831 | www.dvrpc.org 
Subscribe | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | LinkedIn | YouTube

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: susan herman <rrtsbuckspa5@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Oct 5, 2020 at 11:44 AM
Subject: Trenton Airport Expansion likely to poison the Delaware River
To: <Andrew.Simpson@phila.gov>, <BQuinde@njtransit.com>, <Brian.Leckie@dot.nj.gov>,
<Cheryl.Goldman@dot.nj.gov>, <Christopher.Puchalsky@phila.gov>, <CommHarvie@buckscounty.org>,
<DEBrown@septa.org>, Daniel <dan.kelly@nj.gov>, <David.Caulfield@dep.nj.gov>, <Donna.Zucchetti@dot.nj.gov>,
<Elizabeth.Semple@dep.nj.gov>, <Eugene.Porochniak@dot.gov>, <JHolton@septa.org>, <Jennifer.Crobak@dot.gov>,
<John.Wolick@camdencounty.com>, <Kelley.Yemen@phila.gov>, <MZOCHOWSKI@mercercounty.org>,
<MaddenK@co.delaware.pa.us>, <Mayor@ci.camden.nj.us>, <Melanie.Willoughby@sos.nj.gov>,
<Mike.Russo@dot.state.nj.us>, <PA_Webmanager@hud.gov>, <Richard.brown@sos.nj.gov>, <Rudy.Rodas@nj.gov>,
<Stephen.Fowler@dot.nj.gov>, Stone, Evan <estone@buckscounty.org>, <TSteinitz@septa.org>,
<abobbitt@trentonnj.org>, <abockis@saul.com>, <ahartzell@pa.gov>, <akpayne@buckscounty.org>,
<alicia.nolan@dot.gov>, <alifurman@pa.gov>, <andrew.levecchia@camdencounty.com>,
<andrew.swords@dot.state.nj.us>, <anmiller@ci.camden.nj.us>, <anne.kelly@phila.gov>, <b_holcomb@drpa.org>,
<barry.ableman@sos.state.nj.us>, <bdelisle@trentonnj.org>, <bdonovan@chesco.org>, <becoat.gregory@epa.gov>,
<bheigel@paturnpike.com>, <bhughes@mercercounty.org>, <bmcfadden@septa.org>, <boleary@chesco.org>,
<bproska@trafficpd.com>, <brandon.r.porinchak@hud.gov>, <brian.goodson@dot.gov>, <brownc@co.delaware.pa.us>,
<bstyche@chesco.org>, <cgreenwood@ceocouncilforgrowth.com>, <ckastrenakes@gmtma.org>,
<commissioner@dep.nj.gov>, <cpregosch@buckscounty.org>, <crobinson@trentonnj.org>, <cstuart@montcopa.org>,
<cthomas@co.burlington.nj.us>, <daniel.kelly@nj.gov>, <darin.gatti@phila.gov>, <david.kanthor@phila.gov>,
<diane.scaccetti@dot.nj.gov>, <donna.rendeiro@sos.nj.gov>, <dspence@co.gloucester.nj.us>, <easmith@septa.org>,
<edwillia@ci.camden.nj.us>, <eleanor.sharpe@phila.gov>, <equinn@chesco.org>, <eric.powers@dot.nj.gov>,
<eroe@chesco.org>, <evizza@ceocouncilforgrowth.com>, <fharwell13@gmail.com>, <fmw@mwfo.com>,
<gburritt@admarble.com>, <gfallat@mercercounty.org>, <hastingstm@co.delaware.pa.us>, <hilll@co.delaware.pa.us>,
<hsimmons@co.gloucester.nj.us>, <jacqueline.o.davis@phila.gov>, <james.vari@dot.state.nj.us>, <jbarr@septa.org>,
<jdavis@paturnpike.com>, <jdrink@drpa.org>, <jeannette.brugger@phila.gov>, <jhuston@co.gloucester.nj.us>,
<jim.lewis@dot.state.nj.us>, <jkeller@pottstown.org>, <jkorus@pa.gov>, <jmosca@pa.gov>, <jneal@chestercity.com>,
<john.haak@phila.gov>, <jromano@larsondesigngroup.com>, <jthanson@drpa.org>, <jumorton@ci.camden.nj.us>,
<jwilkerson@trentonnj.org>, <kamcfarlane@drpa.org>, <kbecica@camdencounty.com>, <kcastagnola@southjerseyport.
com>, <keith.lynch@dot.gov>, <keith.skilton@dot.gov>, <kelmack@verizon.net>, <kskeels@drjtbc.org>,
<lashifflet@state.pa.us>, <lbelmonte@pa.gov>, <lfloyd@mercercounty.org>, <lguarini@pa.gov>,
<liz.feinberg@verizon.net>, <lmillan@njtransit.com>, <louc@camdencounty.com>, <loutan.reema@epa.gov>,
<lrichards@septa.org>, <lthompson@njtransit.com>, <lyoung@philaport.com>, <mark.squilla@phila.gov>,

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Delaware+Valley+Regional+Planning+Commission/@39.9543225,-75.1508621,18.75z
tel:2155921800
https://www.dvrpc.org/
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1808352/1403728/
http://www.facebook.com/DVRPC
http://www.twitter.com/DVRPC
http://www.instagram.com/DVRPC
http://www.linkedin.com/company/delaware-valley-regional-planning-commission
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEU8UI5_iGkVypHP93b5jLA
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<martine.decamp@phila.gov>, <mcsafe27@yahoo.com>, <medmond@montcopa.org>, <michael.a.carroll@phila.gov>,
<michelle.webb@phila.gov>, <mkichline@chesco.org>, <mkolber@trentonnj.org>, <mlawson@mercercounty.org>,
<mmoskowitz@chesco.org>, <moltzen.michael@epa.gov>, <monica.etz@dot.state.nj.us>, <mpopek@montcopa.org>,
<mremsa@bcbridges.org>, <mshorr@pa.gov>, <nathan.powers@phila.gov>, <nhaynes@philaport.com>,
<nicholas.baker@phila.gov>, <nralston@pa.gov>, <patpatters@pa.gov>, <paul.j.lehmann@hud.gov>,
<pheck@sjta.com>, <plspinelli@drpa.org>, <prykard@chestercity.com>, <pwillan@klehr.com>, <raygreen@pa.gov>,
<raymond.tomczak@dot.gov>, <rgbrahler@buckscounty.org>, <richard.m.ott@hud.gov>, <rkhepkins@drpa.org>,
<rlittle@drjtbc.org>, <robert.clark@dot.gov>, <rofogel@pa.gov>, <rsaintilien@trentonnj.org>, <rtroberts@njtransit.com>,
<ruth.foster@dep.nj.gov>, <rwonderling@greaterphilachamber.com>, <sakinah.hearn@phila.gov>,
<sean.thompson@dca.state.nj.us>, <servidio.cosmo@epa.gov>, <sfrance@montcopa.org>,
<shaffert@co.delaware.pa.us>, <sheppard.v.williams@hud.gov>, <sregister@trentonnj.org>,
<sschulz@camdencounty.com>, <sshankar@pa.gov>, <stephenmazur@sjta.com>, <sutapa.bandyopadhyay@dot.gov>,
<tbianco@co.gloucester.nj.us>, <terry.garciacrews@dot.gov>, <timothy.lidiak@dot.gov>, <tkcook-artis@drpa.org>,
<tkirkland@chestercity.com>, <tomcoleman@rclawnj.com>, <tstanuikynas@bcbridges.org>,
<tziegler@co.gloucester.nj.us>, <uzoma.anukwe@dot.gov>, <valeriya.remezova@dot.gov>, <varkoosh@montcopa.org>,
<vibasara@ci.camden.nj.us>, <vvoltaggio@co.gloucester.nj.us>, <wcshanahan@drpa.org>
Cc: Sue Simon <sue.simon@mail.house.gov>, kyle melander <kyle.melander@mail.house.gov>, Santarsiero, Senator
Steve <Steve.santarsiero@pasenate.com>, Rose Wuenschel <Rosemary.wuenschel@pasenate.com>, Sticker, Shannon
<Shannon.Sticker@pasenate.com>, Fagan, Dan <dan.fagan@pasenate.com>, Rep. Perry Warren
<RepWarren@pahouse.net>, ryan bevitz <rbevitz@pahouse.net>, <CommEllisMarseglia@buckscounty.org>,
<CommDiGirolamo@buckscounty.org>, Fredric K Weiss <fweiss@lmt.org>, Daniel R. Grenier <dgrenier@lmt.org>, John
Lewis <jlewis@lmt.org>, Suzanne Blundi <sblundi@lmt.org>, James McCartney <jmccartney@lmt.org>, David J.
Truelove <dtruelove@hillwallack.com>, David Bria <dbria@yardleyboro.com>, Kurt M. Ferguson <kurtf@lmt.org>,
Trenton Threatened Skies <trentonthreatenedskies@gmail.com>, <Brram.org@gmail.com>, <bseymour@dvrpc.org>,
<jward@dvrpc.org>, <pelkis@dvrpc.org>, <grants@williampennfoundation.org>, <Joanne@buxmontwater.org>,
<Hope@buxmontwater.org>, <info@thewatershed.org>, susan herman <rrtsbuckspa5@gmail.com>

Dear DVRPC Board Members,

As you know, we are worried about the continued reckless, unchecked expansion of Trenton-Mercer Airport (TTN).
It will not only likely cause irreparable harm to the residents, businesses & communities of 
Mercer County (NJ) and Bucks County (PA), but the likely poisoning of the Delaware River will cause
irreparable harm to the millions of people who get their drinking water from the Delaware.  
(The hardest hit have been, and will continue to be, the vulnerable NJ communities of 
Ewing Twp. & the City of Trenton.)

Now TTN is asking the FAA for permission to tax travelers (PFC/PFF) to raise money
 to build another taxiway connector.  Their ultimate plan, which they are on the way to 
accomplishing, is dual parallel taxiways. 

Dual parallel taxiways allow one-way flow which allows for a dramatic increase in 
airport operations.They have split taxiway projects into numerous smaller taxiway 
“repair “ projects, so as to avoid doing the appropriate environmental assessment. 
Repairs are accomplished with a CATEX (categorical exclusion), 
requiring a much less rigorous assessment. 

TTN's continued irresponsible actions are resulting in the demise of our natural 
resources, healthy communities, quality of life and home values.

WE IMPLORE THE DVRPC BOARD TO READ THE ATTACHED FORMAL
WRITTEN COMMENTS (summarized below)
RE: TTN Project Title: Construct Taxiway D2 (Design & Construction)-Impose & Use;
       PFC Notice of Intent 21-08-C-00 TTN . 

The comment period for this project ends TODAY, Oct. 5, and comments are to be mailed to TTN's Manager, 
Ms. Melinda Montgomery.  It is inconsiderate & unconscionable that in today's COVID-19 environment, TTN 
did not provide an email alternative for comment submission.

SUMMARY OF ATTACHED WRITTEN COMMENTS:

-The first two (2) comments are from Trenton Threatened Skies, Inc. (TTS).  

These highlight the continued misrepresentation of this project (& other taxiway projects) by the FAA & TTN.
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-The 3rd comment is from PA State Senator Steve Santarsiero.

-The 4th  comment is from Bucks Residents for Responsible Airport Management (BRRAM)

-The 5th comment is from Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc. (RRTS).  

This contains written testimony submitted by many PA politicians, NJ/PA grassroots groups & individuals

regarding the:

                 (a)  7/30/20 NJ Clean Air Council Public Hearing RE: Past, Present, and Future: 

                       Air Quality Around Our Ports and Airports; and

                  (b) PA DEP 2020 Water Quality Monitoring & Assessment Report

At the 9/24/20 DVRPC Board meeting, RRTS IMPLORED THE DVRPC BOARD to vigorously
 and formally require the DVRPC to re-examine its plans to make TTN a "booming airport" 
 and re-prioritize the importance of clean water and clean air to the region
 as the primary goals.  

Today, once again, we implore the DVRPC Board to do this, BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE.

Sincerely,

Susan Herman, President

Residents for Regional Traffic Solutions, Inc.

5 attachments

TTS to TTN re PFF  092920.pdf
3193K

TTS Questions re PFF of TTN Montgomery 092920.pdf
72K

Santarsiero letter. Taxiway D2 Project.pdf
2850K

BRRAM response to Additional runway and expansion oct 2020.pdf
97K

TaxiwayD2PrjctCmnt.PDF
5283K

Alison Hastings <ahastings@dvrpc.org> Mon, Oct 5, 2020 at 12:19 PM
To: Barry Seymour <bseymour@dvrpc.org>
Cc: Michael Ruane <mruane@dvrpc.org>

I'm working packaging all of these documents in one place for Mike.

Mike - stay tuned.  I'll send it to you shortly. 

And Mike - just to clarify --- Susan made a comment at the September Board meeting; followed up by emailing the board
on 9/24; and this looks like a third comment (but 2nd email). 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=b1bac8fae3&view=att&th=174f97aedfab217e&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_kfwova4c0&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=b1bac8fae3&view=att&th=174f97aedfab217e&attid=0.2&disp=attd&realattid=f_kfwovp081&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=b1bac8fae3&view=att&th=174f97aedfab217e&attid=0.3&disp=attd&realattid=f_kfwowmip2&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=b1bac8fae3&view=att&th=174f97aedfab217e&attid=0.4&disp=attd&realattid=f_kfwoxaol3&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=b1bac8fae3&view=att&th=174f97aedfab217e&attid=0.5&disp=attd&realattid=f_kfwoxqp64&safe=1&zw
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1 October 2020 
 

RE: Public Comments regarding proposed  
Passenger Facility Charges (PFC) PFC 21-08-c-00-TTN for Taxiway D2 

 
Intro: This letter represents the concern of over 900+ members of the Bucks Residents for 
Responsible Airport Management. (BRRAM). Membership consists of people living in both New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania. BRRAM has been monitoring and questioning the actions of TTN for 
over 22 years. We are particularly dismayed by the most recent developments and expenditures 
being reviewed. 
 
Dear Ms. Montgomery, FAA Administrators & Mercer County Officials 
For over 20 years, TTN has been attempting to expand the airport. This most recent effort is 
skilled, crafty and very concerning. TTN’s continued segmentation of expansion projects under 
the guise of “improvement” is cause of deep concern with regards to the current and prospects 
of this region. Specifically:  
 
RE: Below are Public comments regarding proposed Passenger Facility Charges (PFC).  
PFC 21-08-C-00-TTN For Taxiway D2: 

TTN will impose PFCs of > $1.4 Million to reimburse the cost of building 
Taxiway D2. The proposed project will provide a standard parallel taxiway for 
aircraft utilizing Runway 16-34, as well as additional exit locations for aircraft 
landing on Runway 6-24. PFC anticipated start date of November 1, 2021, or 
upon the completion of collections associated with the previous Notice of 
Intent (19-06- C-00-TTN), with an estimated charge expiration date of August 1, 
2022, based on current annual enplanement projections. 

 
These proposed PFCs are in addition to CURRENT PFCs 19-06-C-00-TTN of and 
estimated $3.2 Million slated for collection 12/1/2019 through 11/1/2021. 

 
While we are not opposed to the general concept of PFC to reimburse county bonds, we are: 
 

1. Alarmed at the continued expansion of the airport despite significant community 
controversy;  

2. Dismayed at massive development by segmentation into smaller projects;  
3. Opposed to building full length parallel taxiways that will dramatically 

increase airport operations;  
4. Concerned for the environmental & public health implications that will 

result from expanded operations;  
5. Angered regarding the enormous debt burden TTN and Mercer County are 

willing to accept at a time of decreased air travel and financial crisis;  
6. Confusion as to why county officials are not using these funds to help Mercer 

residents in need. 
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The financial concern is apparent in the qualified start date of collections (“11/2021 or upon 
completion of prior PFF collections”).  FAA online statistics show TTN collected PFC revenues 
of $1.9M in 2019 and $1.8M in 2018, both during pre-COVID peak travel. Current PFC 19-06-
C-00-TTN collections are tasked with raising $3.2 million by this time next year.  
 
Common sense indicates that this is impossible, particularly because collections began in 
December 2019, only 3 months before the pandemic shut down most air travel. It is reasonable 
to assume the bulk of PFC 19-06-C-00-TTN principal remains unpaid. Given that air travel 
remains minimal and that recovery is anticipated to take years, it is irresponsible to continue 
expansion projects and add to Mercer County’s debt burden. 

Undeterred by neither the growing dismal predictions for air travel recovery nor the 
unprecedented deficits in county, state and federal budgets, TTN and Mercer county officials 
seem perfectly willing to continue to incur debt and expand the airport. There remains a 
very real possibility of project incompletion as both Federal and NJ state budgets amass 
devastating shortfalls. 

Specifically consider the FAA’s Airport Improvement Program (AIP), the source of many TTN 
grants. The AIP itself is funded by the Airport and Airway Trust Fund (AATF).  The AATF 
Congressional Report (R44749) states: 

"Poor economic conditions or external events could curb demand for air travel, reducing 
revenue from the ticket taxes that are the main source of AATF funding.” 

 
In other words, not only could revenues from PFCs decline, but funding from FAA/AIP could 
disappear as well. 
 
Similarly, New Jersey is in a devastating financial situation, with the Governor borrowing $4.5 
Billion to keep the state operating. It is entirely possible that NJDOT grants, on which TTN 
depends for many projects, could similarly be decreased. 

All of this is in addition to massive Mercer County budgetary shortfalls. Using bonds to finance 
an airport expansion raises the very real possibility that AIP federal funds, NJDOT funds and 
TTN revenue (passenger facility & other airport fees) may remain drastically suppressed after 
we have assumed massive bond debt. This worse case financial scenario is an entirely realistic 
possibility that would likely devastate county finances for decades to come. 

Regarding the project itself, Mercer Officials have disingenuously misrepresented the project. 
The voice of Mercer & Bucks county residents has been repeatedly suppressed. Noise 
complaints to the TTN hotline were erased with no record kept, officials have not answered 
questions and OPRA requests have been delayed or denied. Transparency is lacking. 
Residents’ concerns are repeatedly dismissed by falsely declaring the airport is “not expanding 
because the number of runways remains the same”. This is utter nonsense; when air travel 



 
ultimately recovers, through-put can significantly increase on the same two runways. This will 
certainly happen when TTN and County officials achieve their goals: 

1. a 4 to 5-fold larger terminal; 
2. dramatically increased screening and holding capacities; 
3. an increase from 2 gates, (loosely interpreted as ‘4 parking positions’), to 4 gates 
(also with additional parking positions); 
4. the change to passenger boarding bridges on all 4 gates; 
5. the addition of dual parallel taxiways. 

As these PFCs are meant to pay for parallel taxiway development, we should be honest that the 
goal of such is to increase efficiency and thus through-put or operations.   

To achieve this goal, segmentation into more than 25, individual, smaller, projects has occurred 
without the acknowledgment of the ultimate goal or impact.  

If the result of these smaller runway additions & renovations is dual parallel runways, the 
ultimate anticipated flight volume should be accurately and honestly assessed. Instead, the 
CATEX approval for the significant D&G connector uses a maintenance and repair exemption to 
avoid acknowledging the impact on local ozone, from which we suffer non-attainment status. 

The CATEX for Taxiway D2, as related to proposed PFCs, is not available online, but 
presumably it also minimizes the full cumulative impact of these construction projects. 

This is not a new tactic for TTN, but the number and depth of these projects is a growing 
concern. Indeed in the late 1990’s the whole question of the history of the growth (expansion) of 
TTN without proper adherence to NEPA guidelines cause BRRAM to file a lawsuit questioning 
the finding of NEPA and why TTN was exempt from performing a comprehensive environmental 
study examining the cumulative impact of the years of incremental improvements which really 
constituted expansion. 

In closing, we reiterate our strong opposition to continued expenditures on airport expansion. 
Our position remains that the airport is a poor investment, both financially risky currently, and 
environmentally dangerous in the long-term. 

Sincerely, 

 
Holly J Bussey, President 
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 Trenton Threatened Skies, Inc. 
 

 
        September 29, 2020 
 

 
Dear Ms. Montgomery,  
 
The county website notification for  Proposed PFC 21-08-C-00-TTN states I should direct 
questions to you : 

Comments regarding the proposed PFC application, including agreement or 
disagreement with any of the proposed projects, or requests for additional 
information, should be addressed to Ms. Melinda Montgomery, A.A.E., Airport 
Manager”  

 
I appreciate your timely response to the following important questions:  

 
Given that Proposed PFCs for New Taxiway D2 ( PFC21-08-C-00-TTN) are to commence 
collection 11/1/2021  or when prior PFC completed  
AND  
Current PFCs (19-06-C-00-TTN, to collect $3,231,139 from 12/1/2019 thru 11/1/2021) began 
just 4 months prior to COVID shutdown, please clarify the following : 

1) What is the current residual for the $3.2 Million to be collected via 19-06-C-00-TTN? 
2) What is the revised completion date of the current PFCs?  
3) What is the likely start date of proposed PFCs for Taxiway D2 (PFC21-08-C-00-TTN)? 
4) If PFC funds are incompletely collected, does residual debt remain as Mercer County 

Bond Debt? Or other Mercer County debt?  
5) Was PFC 15-04-C-00-TTN ending 7/1/2019 for $6,055,191 collected in full?  

a) Was this payment completed in full from collected PFFs?   
b) If not, what was the residual owed? 
c) Did any residual debt remain as taxpayer or county bond debt ?   
d) Was it repaid by other airport income? If so, what?  

6) Regarding Mercer County Budget Table 39D-1, Mercer anticipates obtaining  $142M in 
airport related “self-liquidating bonds" for terminal replacement and parking garage. 

a) Please clarify the specific revenue source(s) and anticipated proportion of each 
source for repayment of the $142 million “self-liquidating bonds”  

b) What is the presumed number of years it will take to repay said bonds?  
c) What is the revised repayment prediction given anticipated prolonged recovery 

post COVID-19?  
7) Airport Operating Budget 

a) We have requested a copy of the Airport Budget and have been referred to the 
Mercer County website and the general County budget.  

b) FAA/AIP guidelines specifically state that an Operating budget must be 
made available to the public.   
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c) Can you kindly direct me to the operating budget. If this requires an OPRA, 
please specify the exact wording or name of the document so that our OPRA is 
not declined again.   

8) Regarding recently approved Resolution 21: Grant Agreement FAA  (3-34-0042-054-
2020) $480,000 On-Airport Obstruction Removal Design and Permitting 

a) What is Mercer County’s responsibility?      
b) Is it 10% ($48K) as is typical with FAA grants?  
c) Are there any other costs to Mercer residents regarding this grant? 

 
Thank you very much for your prompt response to these questions. Obtaining information has 
been difficult and lacking transparency.  
 
You have received these questions via USPS return-receipt and as such should be submitted to 
the FAA as is standard protocol during the public comment period. Many members of the public 
are disturbed that their voice has been suppressed, as was evidenced by the voice mail 
complaints that were deleted and neither recorded nor reported to the FAA for decades. This 
situation was only  remedied within the past year, in response to our OPRA discovery and 
outrage. We trust that all comments will be submitted and would like FAA verification of receipt.  
There is significant community controversy regarding the true cost of this expansion. The public 
has many unanswered questions.  A growing  constituency questions the wisdom of proceeding 
with massive expansion during a time of devastating budgetary shortfalls and a significant 
downturn in anticipated travel; this is especially true when many Mercer residents are struggling 
to have their basic needs met.  
 
 
Thank you in advance, 
 
Trenton Threatened Skies on behalf of the residents of Mercer and  Bucks Counties  
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 Trenton Threatened Skies, Inc. 
 
 

 
9/29/30 

 
Dear Ms. Montgomery, FAA Administrators & Mercer County Officials:  
 
Please accept our public comments regarding proposed Passenger Facility Charges (PFC).  
PFC 21-08-C-00-TTN For Taxiway D2:   

TTN will impose PFCs of > $1.4 Million to reimburse the cost of building Taxiway D2. The proposed 
project will provide a standard parallel taxiway for aircraft utilizing Runway 16-34, as well as additional exit 
locations for aircraft landing on Runway 6-24. PFC anticipated start date of November 1, 2021, or upon the 
completion of collections associated with the previous Notice of Intent (19-06- C-00-TTN), with an 
estimated charge expiration date of August 1, 2022, based on current annual enplanement projections’. 
 

These proposed PFCs are in addition to CURRENT PFCs 19-06-C-00-TTN of $3.2 Million slated for 
collection 12/1/2019 through 11/1/2021. 
 
While we are not opposed to the general concept of PFC to reimburse county bonds, we are:   
 

1. Alarmed at the continued expansion of the airport despite significant community controversy, 
2. Dismayed at massive development by segmentation into smaller projects, 
3. Opposed to building full length parallel taxiways that will dramatically increase airport 

operations, 
4. Concerned for the environmental & public health implications that will result from expanded 

operations, 
5. Angered regarding the enormous debt burden TTN and Mercer County are willing to accept 

at a time of decreased air travel and financial crisis,   
6. Confused why county officials are not using these funds to help Mercer residents in need.  

 
The financial concern is apparent in the qualified start date of collections (“11/2021 or upon completion of 
prior PFF collections”).  FAA online statistics show TTN collected PFC revenues of $1.9M in 2019 and 
$1.8M in 2018, both during pre-COVID peak travel.  Current PFC 19-06-C-00-TTN collections are tasked 
with raising $3.2 million by this time next year.  Common sense indicates that this is impossible, 
particularly because collections began in December 2019, only 3 months before the pandemic shut down 
the vast majority of air travel. It is reasonable to assume the bulk of PFC 19-06-C-00-TTN principal 
remains unpaid.  Given that air travel remains minimal and that recovery is anticipated to take years, it is 
irresponsible to continue expansion projects and add to Mercer County’s debt burden. 
 
Undeterred by neither the dismal predictions for air travel recovery nor the unprecedented deficits in 
county, state and federal budgets, TTN and Mercer county officials seem perfectly willing to continue to 
incur debt and expand the airport.  There remains a very real possibility of project incompletion as both 
Federal and NJ state budgets amass devastating shortfalls.  Specifically consider the FAA’s Airport 
Improvement Program (AIP), the source of many TTN grants. The AIP itself is funded by the Airport and 
Airway Trust Fund (AATF).  The AATF Congressional Report (R44749) states:  

"Poor economic conditions or external events could curb demand for air travel, reducing revenue 
from the ticket taxes that are the main source of AATF funding.”    

 
In other words, not only could revenues from PFCs decline, but funding from FAA/AIP could disappear as 
well.     
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Similarly, New Jersey is in a devastating financial situation, with the Governor borrowing $4.5 Billion to 
keep the state operating.  It is entirely possible that NJDOT grants, on which TTN depends for many 
projects, could similarly be decreased.   
 
All of this is in addition to massive Mercer County budgetary shortfalls. Using bonds to finance an airport 
expansion raises the very real possibility that AIP federal funds, NJDOT funds and TTN revenue 
(passenger facility & other airport fees) may remain drastically suppressed after we have assumed 
massive bond debt.  This worse case financial scenario is an entirely realistic possibility that would likely 
devastate county finances for decades to come.  
 
With regard to the project itself, Mercer Officials have disingenuously misrepresented the project.  The 
voice of Mercer & Bucks county residents has been repeatedly suppressed.  Noise complaints to the TTN 
hotline were erased with no record kept, officials have not answered questions and OPRA requests have 
been delayed or denied.  Transparency is lacking.  Residents’ concerns are repeatedly dismissed by 
falsely declaring the airport is “not expanding because the number of runways remains the same”.  This is 
utter nonsense; when air travel ultimately recovers, through-put can significantly increase on the same 
two runways.  This will certainly happen when TTN and County officials achieve their goals:   

1. a 4 to 5-fold larger terminal,  
2. dramatically increased screening and holding capacities,  
3. an increase from 2 gates, (loosely interpreted as ‘4 parking positions’), to 4 gates (also with 

additional parking positions),  
4. the change to passenger boarding bridges on all 4 gates, 
5. the addition of dual parallel taxiways.  

 
As these PFCs are meant to pay for parallel taxiway development, we should be honest that the goal of 
such is to increase efficiency and thus through-put or operations.  This is clearly stated in the FAA circular 
below.  Additionally, to achieve this goal, segmentation into more than 25, individual, smaller, projects has 
occurred without the acknowledgment of the ultimate goal or impact.  If the result of these smaller runway 
additions & renovations is dual parallel runways, the ultimate anticipated flight volume should be 
accurately and honestly assessed.  Instead, the CATEX approval for the significant D&G connector uses 
a maintenance and repair exemption to avoid acknowledging the impact on local ozone, from which we 
suffer non-attainment status.   
 
The CATEX for Taxiway D2, as related to proposed PFCs, is not available online, but presumably it also 
minimizes the full cumulative impact of these construction projects.   
 
Please see attached screenshots below.  
 
In closing, we reiterate our strong opposition to continued expenditures on airport expansion.  Our 
position remains that the airport is a poor investment, both financially risky currently, and environmentally 
dangerous in the long-term. 
Please don’t ruin the Mercer County we love. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
    
Trenton Threatened Skies, Inc.     
On behalf of a rapidly growing constituency of Mercer and Bucks County residents. 
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